
 

New Members’ Welcome  

• 
Mar 17, 2016 

         Herb Cochran       

Executive Director 

AmCham Vietnam  



Key Points 
 About AmCham … 

– … background, legal status, membership   

 What we do …  

– networking, information-sharing, problem-solving 

– promote trade & investment, improve business environment 

– help make Vietnam the best ASEAN business environment 

 Regions – “out of the box thinking” 

– Southern Key Economic Region (SKER) 

– Greater Mekong Subregion (GMS) 

– ASEAN and the Trans-Pacific Partnership 



Key Points 
 About AmCham … 

– … background, legal status, membership   

 



About AmCham 
 Informally re-established in Mar 1994   

 Licensed Sep 19, 1998 • HQ in HCM City 

– Decree No. 08/1998/ND-CP, Regulations re FBA 

 Two separate chapters, HCM City and Hanoi 

– HCM City:  450 companies  

– Hanoi:   180 companies 



U.S. (related) FDI in Vietnam 
 Phase 1:  1994 - 2001 (FMCG) 

– Coca-Cola, Pepsico, P&G, 3M, Kimberly-Clark … 
 

 Phase 2:  2001 - 2006 (“Partner Factories”) 

– Apparel, Footwear, Furniture … 
 

 Phase 3:  2007 - …  (“Third Wave”) 

– Modern Manufacturing (Intel, Digital Logic, … )  

– 20+ Fortune 1,000 firms visited Jan-Jun 2010 



Key Points 
 
  

 What we do …  

–networking, information-sharing, problem-solving 

–promote trade & investment between U.S. and Vietnam 

 … and ASEAN 

–improve business conditions 

 help make Vietnam the best ASEAN business environment 

 



         Herb Cochran       

Executive Director 

AmCham Vietnam  



www.amchamvietnam.com 

Lunches, Events, Meetings ... 
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www.amchamvietnam.com 

Members’ Nights  



Palooza Parties  



Independence Day  



www.amchamvietnam.com 



www.amchamvietnam.com 

Governors’ Ball  



www.amchamvietnam.com 

Governors’ Ball  



www.amchamvietnam.com 

AmCham Scholarships: 2014 



AmCham Committees 
 

 
1. CSR 
2. Customs & Trade Facilitation  
3. Education and Training  
4. Direct Selling 
5. Food and Beverages 
6. Healthcare  
7. Hospitality & Tourism 
8. Human Resources 
9. Information & Communication Technology 
10. Legal and VBF Liaison 
11. Manufacturing  
 



Committee Key Events 

 CSR: Scholarship Programs, World Blood Donor Day, 
Community Day 

 CTFC: Customs, VTFA, TPP updates  
 DS: Round Table Discussion on DS Industry in VN 
  F&B: Food Safety  
 H&T: Visa, Destination marketing, Education  
 HR: HR Issues, AEC Integration & Labor issue in TPP 

negotiation, C&B  
 ICT: IT law update, Marketing & Technology, Startup 
 Legal: FCPA, Legal Updates 
 Manufacturing: Supplier Day, Customs, Labor issues 

 
 



Contact: amy.nguyen@amchamvietnam.com

Committee Key Events 

mailto:amy.nguyen@amchamvietnam.com


www.amchamvietnam.com 

Committee Events …  
AmCham Supplier Day 



Palooza Parties  



Palooza Parties  



www.amchamvietnam.com 

Key Issues - Business Environment 
 BTA      1996 - Dec 2001 

 WTO Accession       2002 - Jan 2007 

 Apparel Trade          2002 – Jan 2009 

 Labor Relations            2008 - 2013  

 Project 30 / - cut red tape        2010 – 

 TransPacific Partnership            2013 – 

 Food Safety         2014 – 

 WTO Trade Facilitation Agreement 2014 – 

 ASEAN Economic Community   2015 – 

 



www.amchamvietnam.com/4604 



www.amchamvietnam.com 

VN-US Trade before BTA 



www.amchamvietnam.com 

VN-US Trade after BTA, WTO 



U.S. Imports from ASEAN  

…  

 

 

26 



 

TPP Opportunities for Vietnam Businesses – Be Prepared 

… help develop Vietnamese retail & industrial suppliers 
 

 Industry Focused Trade Shows in the U.S. 
 

 D&B Company Background Information 
 

 Testing & Certification 

– Quality & Safety, Labour & Environmental, Sustainability, …  
 

 Product Liability Insurance / Marine Cargo Insurance 
 

 B2B & B2G Electronic Data Interchange (EDI) 
–   

 Logistics • Security • Customs & Border Patrol 
 

 Your Company Web Site  
 



Key Points 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 Regions – “out of the box thinking” 

– Southern Key Economic Region (SKER) 

– Greater Mekong Subregion (GMS) 

– ASEAN and the Trans-Pacific Partnership 



www.amchamvietnam.com/download/1481 

Southern Key Economic Region 



www.amchamvietnam.com/download/1481 



www.amchamvietnam.com/download/1481 

EWEC: Road Section in Lao PDR 
(before upgrading) 

EWEC: Road Section in Lao 
PDR (after upgrading) 



www.amchamvietnam.com/download/1481 

Road Transport 
Network 

2006 

GMS 
Connectivity 



www.amchamvietnam.com/download/1481 

Road Transport 
Network 

2015  
 

GMS 
Connectivity 



ASEAN  



TPP 
 (trade data 2012,GDP and population data 2011) 



TPP 
Opportunities for Vietnam 

 

  Exports up 28.4% in 2025 over the “base line” w/o TPP 
– $239 billion without TPP apparel/footwear $113 billion 

– $307 billion with TPP apparel/footwear $165 billion 

 

  GDP up 10.5% in 2025 over the “base line” w/o TPP 

 

 

  Source:   

                 Petri, Peter et al., The Trans-Pacific Partnership 
and Asia-Pacific Integration: A Quantitative Assessment 

                  http://www.amchamvietnam.com/30436144/tpp/ 
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www.amchamvietnam.com/download/1783 

         Le Tu Cam Ly      

Member, Board of Governors 

AmCham Vietnam  

World’s middle class = 5 billion by 2030 
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Executive Director 
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AmCham (HCMC) mission …  

 
 

… help make Vietnam the best 
environment for business and FDI  in 
ASEAN 

 



AmCham Committees 
http://www.amchamvietnam.com/30447250/a

mcham-vietnam-hcmcommittees/ 

 
1. CSR 
2. Customs & Trade Facilitation  
3. Education and Training  
4. Direct Selling 
5. Food and Beverages 
6. Healthcare  
7. Hospitality & Tourism 
8. Human Resources 
9. Information & Communication Technology 
10. Legal and VBF Liaison 
11. Manufacturing  
 



www.amchamvietnam.com 

Work Force Development 1 



AmCham CSR: NGO Grants 



www.amchamvietnam.com 

AmCham Scholarships: 2014 


