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Mekong Delta suffering worst drought in nearly a century; TPP trade opportunities

FEATURES

  Vietnam suffering worst drought in almost a century

A crippling drought in Vietnam threatens to create a shortage of food and water for two million
people. Vietnam is going through its worst drought in almost a century amid intense and
prolonged El Nino conditions. Low water levels in the Mekong River have caused seawater to
flow 90 kilometers into the basin, the furthest recorded in history.

 Drought killing Vietnam rice crops compounds Mekong water crisis

The dry spell in the once-fertile Mekong Delta is devastating food supplies in southern Vietnam
and threatening to reduce global exports of rice, seafood and coffee. It is also compounding a
Southeast Asia water shortage along a 3,000-mile river that runs from Tibet to Thailand to the
East Sea [South China Sea], as climate change and too many dams [in China and Laos] erode
livelihoods for millions of farmers in  Vietnam's Mekong Delta.

Half of Vietnam's rice exports go to China

Vietnamese enterprises shipped more than four out of 8.3 million tons of rice for export last
year to China via formal [1.98 million tons] and informal [2.02 million tons] channels.
Meanwhile, data of the Ministry of Agriculture and Rural Development (MARD) indicated more
than 30% [1.98 million tons] of the 6.6 million tons of rice shipped abroad through official
channels last year went to the world's most populous country. [so 2.02 million tons went
through informal channels]."

New rule-based order needed to save the Mekong

As Vietnam suffers its worst drought in nearly a century, debates have been reignited over the
mega dams built along the Mekong. The Vietnamese part of the Mekong Delta, the Cuu Long
region, accounts for 33% of Vietnam's agricultural sector and 90% of its rice exports, half of
which go to China.

TPP Trade Opportunities from the U.S.

The TPP will create great opportunities for trade by eliminating more than 18,000 tariffs on
U.S.-made products sold overseas and establishing the highest standards on labor, the
environment, and the digital economy ever to be included in a trade agreement. The
agreement's impact on trade between the U.S. and the five TPP countries with which the
United States does not yet have a Free Trade Agreement will be particularly profound. These
include large, well-established markets like Japan, where U.S. companies exported $66.8
billion in goods, and growing markets like Malaysia and Vietnam, where U.S. goods exports
totaled $13 billion and $5.7 billion in 2014, respectively.

A Romantic Getaway For Vietnam Residents To Central Vietnam

With stunning views of the East Sea and the magnificent Truong Son mountain range in the
background, the tranquil and intimate Banyan Tree Lăng Cô, Central Vietnam is the perfect
destination for a romantic getaway with that special someone. Indulge in an exquisite
Destination Dining experience, rejuvenate with a couple spa treatment and let love blossom.

Events, Meetings, Special Offers

Tickets sold very fast last year so purchase to tickets early to avoid disappointment.
Click HERE for Event Schedule, Sponsorship Opportunities, and Ticket Booking 

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001gPCbPxqXpM77phwqGimQwBq4WenznaKEaR4S0gwiq-FEpxomQAvcTCaNwSVNBJ7R_FYdUE56uejDFN5xoWSNQeutqLVz_x2Xe_a-bKYJ5eS-OTsc8vdGEhJ_tk-o2ug-dGDRn1o8w_6mUw5ptm362dK62wQyKPZTKTyzMMJALC567uCQQeKKoj2167ZS0ao1E6qowDEOwmPmR0_zq5NqVvPhVTf4qB5JBbaY2feTFVp-BnNIsUckKFDxinSSFqYADmJyJYFqFhjx0RyStStPZBfhKaiKz5QXR1LaTfJGLpLIiDVjH67zpFigOLDncoChf5eITrhTWiIYXfRyCSEm6Okp8BYUImVS1ZqX9wGpK99Byrb7-oqE1A==&c=&ch=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001gPCbPxqXpM77phwqGimQwBq4WenznaKEaR4S0gwiq-FEpxomQAvcTCaNwSVNBJ7R_FYdUE56uejDFN5xoWSNQeutqLVz_x2Xe_a-bKYJ5eS-OTsc8vdGEhJ_tk-o2ug-dGDRn1o8w_6mUw5ptm362dK62wQyKPZTKTyzMMJALC567uCQQeKKoj2167ZS0ao1E6qowDEOwmPmR0_zq5NqVvPhVTf4qB5JBbaY2feTFVp-BnNIsUckKFDxinSSFqYADmJyJYFqFhjx0RyStStPZBfhKaiKz5QXR1LaTfJGLpLIiDVjH67zpFigOLDncoChf5eITrhTWiIYXfRyCSEm6Okp8BYUImVS1ZqX9wGpK99Byrb7-oqE1A==&c=&ch=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001gPCbPxqXpM77phwqGimQwBq4WenznaKEaR4S0gwiq-FEpxomQAvcTGzxmALo-3NVrM-14S8TKfpiydHf5sHlSXpwv_sUWXiGFGoiOU_8oPs9JGNm2P892JiRy3Q2fe0lHC1Xc26JlXN5fj79Jazfk2qPUIcJQc1x3bWgr9immOi9pB-zQWIy42ZfcozODRIFfPewD3qfGpwn7aYzRKmZMPO6zh37N9ZPpc-dRQcwQVTUxEtu4raiisHqIBPAiNSG77GNadZfyTu6FQJBx5Pq3wZVuqph7BYHZaMwMLizpiGbzMVpS2cEyvPGnP3dKsgCG7QwryXSJTXBzH5bTusawcWjCTZgYITCYuIDvia-f_anIc-XjAQaUVJYKuc26sG0&c=&ch=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001gPCbPxqXpM77phwqGimQwBq4WenznaKEaR4S0gwiq-FEpxomQAvcTGzxmALo-3NVDIh37QfvfFVMuPqXWLHQXrt7YW8AMPkOjB1597sCVdgv_08tuypcQsXbdwUM6twO5osi0rYMwHtILRHYhxnPnzO1itRs1cGZ2PLKiUkoKCwLsgrFaE0xhsZNRtKIzQSNdj-ar3KORILfDWt39NohLev97GJRs31VrlHw1jzmcggRkyabfBpYXE7TUfCDlWoYerIUQfpilquOYXUZ7ZMhDoYi3EBR87VRm5SoW3NHC0F3ywbs7p4dtjjSK3at8LRTXtOnCanGeXrKV-YRkBLoqTdR-EpBJBX3iybui5BwHNeRfm4ujY-0TdHPDAvFfzFT&c=&ch=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001gPCbPxqXpM77phwqGimQwBq4WenznaKEaR4S0gwiq-FEpxomQAvcTGzxmALo-3NVmQVHVwbZ2P6gmZd82jY6XOnMenUB_hGiXuFf5lOI2w_T_0IFmRgUb9a1dFSjr2hmFaB35mE4rMB6WDhWqdoOPwz6hnCU5GHMCdgSk6eLIoFu87d87p6FeXpAmUljG-iAMHkBF5Wi731SDYF7cFqJR5cTe0jF8IZm6UbTemPDrsbnVB_JQiZPlEdo80ePqjIxP1IUi8SUxBVDi-BWEpNV_G0QHmKkooC4Sl0o4EbT4YAhCexmnwVAgTjEx7uJOj3PR75qFYaW4nKu5zJtTPnPioPGoENAJzwgEikAhdddEER1W8FIS9qHxKhYWGWviVD-pToXap5suMlNXiJME8jEnQ==&c=&ch=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001gPCbPxqXpM77phwqGimQwBq4WenznaKEaR4S0gwiq-FEpxomQAvcTGzxmALo-3NVHsNLfZIPa1wA8VmkJJjYWE8gaife3wcZ5Ce16qYQdnn3EyLN09hCXVCwO22YvKpBLvocGDZWPrzaZmu4eH3TM0xN2WTfMNw5aOCLrCGoQVYX2GOb1jS9K5z8T0yXMc9dYEO7gwrl0MeBJ0lXRJKBETYnxvNMcC8T66Uge4JoH9VGYM8DW2tsgbRI6C0Lut_v7PaVtDEfHqOD84m8hkCtUc3Qv3MzZFWCgrr7ijddvnhSfdA8E1wOFTe8CKmmLEAFVc0_pPSN4AUtj1WcQdYeuU340UlpdrLMmwgAzyYb3ZlAnJ8fj0THn0q_o1SwUIatbvz5o3DQMiiSk4jPEQToCbyQElle3KyA&c=&ch=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001gPCbPxqXpM77phwqGimQwBq4WenznaKEaR4S0gwiq-FEpxomQAvcTGzxmALo-3NVfhnjn8JlKUGCvdRfFb9y2SYks4G7s-G7qIvMK-2X2JkbLK13H98c0xszi1e6SxjReIDP6_lqZ_thzVCmJA4rqHfyVvmREBSAIkboPuh-a9PDPm_TTqzjzTtRdaMRu-SY&c=&ch=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001gPCbPxqXpM77phwqGimQwBq4WenznaKEaR4S0gwiq-FEpxomQAvcTGzxmALo-3NVyVCUOdc_pGLx1F1eWBCGbTpDyt9z0G5mqGiEe4H_LWw_oPwPUSiOeZyoycCrt9WEoZmz4p-VkczvaDPu_vQorXBzbwGm8ZlVXRle4R936EUWqnNkXOomxw0bph2ennPV&c=&ch=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001gPCbPxqXpM77phwqGimQwBq4WenznaKEaR4S0gwiq-FEpxomQAvcTGzxmALo-3NV54TRTEcsxuWvKE610mM7nO0ncKzcT9ni2gpuGJJsr7gei-OnYja4-2v8CPAM9igMW7FRHudIancrLIjqag9Fv_Pgs2vQCMmPHFqGRUjhrruYzPu1iBCfp-vgE2ClwPSMu8B34S3rS-4=&c=&ch=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001gPCbPxqXpM77phwqGimQwBq4WenznaKEaR4S0gwiq-FEpxomQAvcTGzxmALo-3NVwCfhkYlnSliVidRYiyzAf8XukzRc6vMAAJpwAGAairH0eF3KLVC7qJJt-wIkctvPfR-PPbXxTaaa1Nb66fSdMEGAxmYr_8JDPihDFvmvGOXJlLtaNGqmVVXN1PNoiZng&c=&ch=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001gPCbPxqXpM77phwqGimQwBq4WenznaKEaR4S0gwiq-FEpxomQAvcTE2mbhgqXj2PL0nX8lqna0OpXvJa27V9eaBKM3MX2E6QyOLW0gEwMFpxknUagAVaFtIauwRTkwFgYD-A7vgduWsNH6UisnFQ-VcaL8nAzpYideQ07XjArXWOVxddrS6KUHop-xyuS0DiABPw86WQkP5FgO6sEOeFwOY-12yG6XdX3IFiywzjzJS0mjbwoaG8UbbJd7_1Wow3ocCdM_BKS9KuwcJseP27JNTpa9E6P_j1jjkmk-IST9TRy7_FwTDGciOwT7rVjRdr9iYJ-SSNpu0XB0FQk5si59qLc0BZ_LSsEMtgtP-t_x4UncealkghMqdGPV_Nf2gfELDoFy4mKLvH-LIUZlzW0MWtvM1gYRlxMio0YFnTyxcVaglG7JC4yDKZOeAw719H2mZY3fhaEjs=&c=&ch=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001gPCbPxqXpM77phwqGimQwBq4WenznaKEaR4S0gwiq-FEpxomQAvcTE2mbhgqXj2PJ_I9ALHzSXk-61BfhYTG5k2uiBsqmpqFB6X18z4KEIIdHqNYEemMjm_exMmrN_bysowSxNguuUud2RVhwvKxWGFfvFTaHl-I1Md35m5TuoPy--P_Yeg1bWuew1D6RyfVK15RSP9k7v12DQVbcb-ET8qMQ4Upn8-3wXVo8M4RbLe5C1CHBd82uMFSf-2THfgRmtKwgI4syVQg6DtXsudxnKNaic0nQS68v0NrwoKa6fbiSpPsgvGnocd6x818VvUcaNwqSCUSh5wIi31NSAIoLZlP-tRAULTpmlxNM6iSloQi1153_R0J_ugaj2FPwNuFwoIqggQG-upfXoZdD3GnaXLPrZQWoO9Gm095BWhoD-YK9J7fXGBOrUUSK_d8RFLUONUkdku8BUMaOR_YeODTzA==&c=&ch=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001gPCbPxqXpM77phwqGimQwBq4WenznaKEaR4S0gwiq-FEpxomQAvcTE2mbhgqXj2PTuCi7O_V99IOm7dxnCIA7FosPBq20sbcqdQvtl3fPIxLT4mcH0YAdQdfhYbVQkEW40twuG7eyFk1VkrMLaEk-XeMGJJ157qwHkvLjo5tlvyBYGi4WzPfaTBcR49tnvxwmC2Lede9wFEcHeyKCok6wYUSUqWd6X0L7QxooS7QvPDIM4CixALBJ4C-qrWRgzyxuCTBNLJ5rKqDT03-bSF1RIn3e679hcv-dqCqVYiyP4zVdw0y5-vgISe5leQ4BYUHDiokN5CvRVWHI8ZkvM8GTus4MHoDxfQ8FzAU0SmH4lEDDWE-NGQ8R5SaY1TS1MULLgprkajusO-3VaZxTZre8GT1-Zy6nc_ERzIaOWQ3WuiFsauDWjkQ1g==&c=&ch=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001gPCbPxqXpM77phwqGimQwBq4WenznaKEaR4S0gwiq-FEpxomQAvcTPle-ZdMnheGxzs7IjLZfmHQK0V8BbA9ZT7NDAJWzlnTczrSo8eOtgu5NxE0QrGdytieAJ1u0oyywJpz6M6sMD9H-dlZTKYfZr9fpdyvxoW5bneg7BtZdDxyfJxmr2xcoZDg1XF0wCGFq-l-kmcFArqoZJgFv7PmGOc0lhRrpoqt_-0XXwW54xqWRVVJXPZB3bJja2w_XwbHL6orlSPHPCePkkoc6Lj2Zjy3PNb-84m81vENIc1EehNOj6KtwX27Q7AMiMC4vdRmtYV_XLzXEKNZEjbmOAoJxtIGrly1X3iglzp0n4L1Y3o7lj9RWqGnl1OFS4qzlssMLAaeRS_KMeTe1yoh7YfH-By-VpGJsb6H_tTZQIiLYg1l7IfsRp9nrlrfxdu7wcw5&c=&ch=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001gPCbPxqXpM77phwqGimQwBq4WenznaKEaR4S0gwiq-FEpxomQAvcTE2mbhgqXj2P1REFXr9um0kitOOAY-q5aae408eoPgQdqSbkoDg5I7ifwcpKlJ6qpPEwhfw23PETlEBHlLEcipFszHB1rhqOWylxsQuT8Eoy_KnuEM4OeT6Fsy13HgPJOdXBVR7xKUuPQjLqhEVcmRHm20tr_vm8XWZgx7zewmgJo3M2O8K3AkW_DjKNtU6ia-RsGURNCLvwt4kj1-6_4ghb66J6gZgqwiO1LwI34P6x7nYZmW9dWezVcaGiYkgUff1UJgxbsJIwdcQzhl8Sv7NSkK83IPHuj3R5er0lbbNZAp_nsQNxfmPqsKkoZkvz7v41Fz1u8t23xOCxYFJY2TLYs4nFW-lCkWjblop-YJgWfIDbMqleCKgrbQzoo_OXHw==&c=&ch=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001gPCbPxqXpM77phwqGimQwBq4WenznaKEaR4S0gwiq-FEpxomQAvcTFuZrzNUVi55NDE56dXRabBfMg9VcfLVpU7qXoGAhm7DeZED4CyNWSOm6PHqGfFOLWvPvlcNozYcWQllNWWm8uLlputLZA0ZCtHxR87Uqc8DKmnWE7njf32O8mKbqio2pgomvV97z8wvhfU1xHnGy6YM06HQigAEpF3bc_T6JtvlU5Y9ynUWhHrRTCH4FjF4gPrRD3mj8mDF-H9a78ePOmmvPLLJxXrCYxGRsAlSjp1zwpxPqlgycuyyk1RGxUbyGICgGzScoJ5K5m4bnxiAZNYEsYb9BFGlF-HBsg9gwF1g-Xyeo9wOZh0GXvwYSz9HTQoPJOU8Jqv6LgFfR6oq_DbM0GUuc-f8Gaxnn6-iUyYIKNscRRqJ2nKLEkpgLyH4mZSw6LLtFmRF4ilRZateiYwHmDedMpVV-w==&c=&ch=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001gPCbPxqXpM77phwqGimQwBq4WenznaKEaR4S0gwiq-FEpxomQAvcTBADqmwhyXiNZuVUtw38J7vp8Ac4821RhsgmA8ETx5jtDhvxh6rUd6ULNQmvvZxLlmqjAwW59xpaf9oImWGJCeppP3_yE1NISd656Trin6pHJeHU_xYjLSjmMc7F9fLhvWWnkCPTho0ygVoMdB1tR6YlxPVaRBEsjei3tWPG3PGD7BN7-ym5fFtzUl67161wjpbenlzc53G4OqzCU_2LcGOkKHMqj-jsGU2jnagXfztbDRWMA5KVDtcwrI1g1tMOdqiLE6R7yFpQ67MFFZqqZxw0Sw4fIzJ4gj34gMd8qf_2thIwqFBqM3Wa2l_5k_bO-axPu2YhQr9Jr3KsLAlRfw6X-AwLxqvZp39LzS4S_Deasa1v443paBoAiRzXV2ZW_Ov87Y36XAvr3SEldDFcpOABBeOetqZehg==&c=&ch=


The Internal Auditor - Dealing with Fraud - 18 May in Hanoi, 20 May in
HCMC

Participants will develop an understanding of their responsibilities in the prevention, detection
and investigation of fraud. Participants will become familiar with the signs or information that
warrants their additional attention, they will develop an awareness of techniques to enhance
fraud detection, and understand the appropriate audit work and documentation required to
substantiate audit findings, allowing them to substantiate and report their findings with clarity.
This course will have a very practical focus and will include case studies.

Attractive Early Bird Deals to U.S. from HCM City with Korean Air

Korean Air, established in 1969, is one of the world's top 20 airlines and carried more than 24
million passengers in 2012. Korean Air operates in excess of 200 flights per day to 128 cities
in 45 countries on six continents with a fleet of 166 aircraft including ten A380s.  With its
modern airplanes and over 20,000 professional employees, Korean Air offers customers
safety, convenience and comfort. Korean Air's award-winning cuisine of Korean and Western
meals and state-of-the-art inflight entertainment system provide passengers ultimate
satisfaction.

May 11  BBGV Breakfast Seminar: Strengths & Weaknesses of
Vietnamese: Management & Leadership

Seminar will cover: 
- Real strengths & weaknesses of Vietnamese Managers & Leaders from industry practitioners
and business leaders. 
- Leadership competencies and behaviors that matter and why they matter 
- The results of an empirical study of 100+ Managers & Leaders in Vietnam and 1000+
respondents and their top strengths and weaknesses.

May 12 CBRE Private View Of Vinhomes Golden River

Vinhomes Golden River is a riverside eco-urban residential complex developed by Vingroup.
Constructed on the Ba Son grounds along Saigon River, in the heart of District 1, the project is
seamlessly connected to neighboring areas through the Metro line 1 (Ben Thanh - Suoi Tien)
and the Ba Son station. As one of the first developments of the "city within a city" concept,
Vinhomes Golden River will create an integrated lifestyle, cultured community with
comprehensive infrastructure and a wide range of facilities for residents at their doorstep.
Contact us @ hotline 0919 686 737 or email residentialsales.vietnam@cbre.com for more
information.

May 25 AmCham Palooza Party at Hard Rock Cafe

The monthly Palooza Party is a platform to develop new friendships, networking opportunities
and information exchange. Come and join us for a night of casual networking, meet other
professionals, bring your business cards!

Jun 04 Green Bike 2016

In response to World Environmental Day, AmCham, in partnership with Intel and World Wildlife
Fund - environmental partner - co-host a Green Bike on Saturday, June 4  at District 7, HCM
City. The theme is "Act now to change climate change." The bike ride focuses on raising
awareness of protecting the environment as well as preventing climate change.

2016 AmCham Membership Card & Discount Handbook 

The 2016 AmCham Membership Cards and Discount Handbooks are being delivered to
Members. If you have not received them, please kindly contact our Membership Team. 
 

AmCham welcomes New Member Companies 

AmCham Vietnam - HCMC is pleased to welcome our NEW members who joined us in the last
few months. We encourage you to get to know and welcome them by visiting their websites
and patronizing their businesses.  

Welcome New members in Mar & Apr 2016:
ADEN Services,  AVIS Vietnam, Bach Khoa Investment and Development
of Solar Energy Corp., French-Vietnamese Center for Management
Education (CFVG), Green Speed, Honeywell, Hotel Nikko Saigon, I am
Dream Catcher Ltd., Larion Computing, Manpower, McLarty
Associates, Minh Hoang Garment Co., Ltd., Officience, Rentokil Initial
Vietnam, Scanwell Logistics, Sunflower Media, Supply Chain Services
International, Terralogic, TIRO Consulting Services, VVCorp Corporation 
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JOIN US: Become a Member of AmCham Vietnam - HCMC

*NEW OFFER:  Application fee will be waived for companies having a D-U-N-S® number.

Expand your business by joining us! We currently have almost 500 organizations represented
by 1,000 representatives. They are multinational firms, small and medium enterprises
and entrepreneurs. Benefits include: Networking, Information-Sharing, Advocacy and
Problem Solving, visibility and Corporate Exposure.

Contact  Ms. Sam Hoang for joining or additional information on membership. 

Marketing Opportunities with AmCham HCMC
 
AmCham HCMC offers many opportunities to market your company's products and services to
AmCham members, the business community and the general public. Our services include: 
- Event Sponsorship
- Event Management Support 
- Network (Advertise) on www.amchamvietnam.com: 646K views/yr; 275K visitors/yr (avg. 54K /
23K visitors/views per month) and 9.9K twitter followers, 8.0K facebook fans (and 60K+
views/month) 5.4k LinkedIn followers.
- Announcement in Weekly Email: 4.8k AmCham company representatives and subscribers.
  AmCham Companies are offered 3 complimentary announcements a year.  
- Print advertising in AmCham Membership Directory
- Print advertising in AmCham Membership Discount Handbook
- Advertising on AmCham Discount Online

AmCham Corporate Partnership Packages 

Special thanks to COCA-COLA and TRUONG PHAT JVC  for re-joining our 2016 Program  

The Corporate Partnership comes with a range of membership dues, event sponsorship,
advertising, and exclusive benefits. One all-inclusive Corporate Partnership annual, semi-
annual, or quarterly billing simplifies your businesses' sponsorship efforts. Benefits in each
Partnership Package include: 

Logo on "Corporate Partners" banner on AmCham website homepage
Logo on "Corporate Partners" banner in Weekly Update Email
Company profile on the "Corporate Partnership" page on AmCham website
Corporate profile on screen during cocktail reception at Members' Nights
Special recognition/Thank You Page in Membership Directory
Special recognition at all business events' backdrop/banner
Special recognition in all email signatures

For full information on benefits of each package, please click HERE or contact Cindy Tran. 
 

2016 AmCham Discount Program

The AmCham Member Discounts Program is a mutually beneficial opportunity for both
AmCham Members and AmCham Discount Partners. Prestigious vendors are invited to offer
AmCham members special discounts on their services or products. Please contact Ms. Sam
Hoang

(Members present their AmCham Membership Card to receive special, privileged discounts
offered by AmCham Discount Partners. A listing of discount offers is available in the annual
Membership Discount Handbook (hardcopy) and on the AmCham website at HERE)

News and Issues

New YKVN Partners, Of Counsel And Counsels

YKVN is announcing the promotion of 2 new partners and 5 counsels. The new partners and
counsels come from all three offices of the Firm (Hanoi, Ho Chi Minh City and Singapore) and
all principal areas of the Firm's practice: corporate, banking and dispute resolution. 
In addition, YKVN is also announcing four new senior arrivals.  One of counsel expands
significantly the Firm's international arbitration capabilities while a counsel will spearhead the
Firm's expansion into shipping and be a key player in YKVN's international arbitration
practice.  The other two counsels are YKVN alumni whose return will strengthen and expand
further the Firm's preeminent M&A and capital markets practice.            

U.S. to focus on implementing commitments in TPP, especially labor

Looking ahead, we are already working with our TPP partners on implementation and
monitoring and enforcement mechanisms," Froman said. "So we've had teams go out to our
TPP partners over the course of the last several weeks to talk through what it is they can do to
bring their systems into compliance with TPP obligations."

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001gPCbPxqXpM77phwqGimQwBq4WenznaKEaR4S0gwiq-FEpxomQAvcTGzxmALo-3NVHsNLfZIPa1wA8VmkJJjYWE8gaife3wcZ5Ce16qYQdnn3EyLN09hCXVCwO22YvKpBLvocGDZWPrzaZmu4eH3TM0xN2WTfMNw5aOCLrCGoQVYX2GOb1jS9K5z8T0yXMc9dYEO7gwrl0MeBJ0lXRJKBETYnxvNMcC8T66Uge4JoH9VGYM8DW2tsgbRI6C0Lut_v7PaVtDEfHqOD84m8hkCtUc3Qv3MzZFWCgrr7ijddvnhSfdA8E1wOFTe8CKmmLEAFVc0_pPSN4AUtj1WcQdYeuU340UlpdrLMmwgAzyYb3ZlAnJ8fj0THn0q_o1SwUIatbvz5o3DQMiiSk4jPEQToCbyQElle3KyA&c=&ch=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001gPCbPxqXpM77phwqGimQwBq4WenznaKEaR4S0gwiq-FEpxomQAvcTGzxmALo-3NVmQVHVwbZ2P6gmZd82jY6XOnMenUB_hGiXuFf5lOI2w_T_0IFmRgUb9a1dFSjr2hmFaB35mE4rMB6WDhWqdoOPwz6hnCU5GHMCdgSk6eLIoFu87d87p6FeXpAmUljG-iAMHkBF5Wi731SDYF7cFqJR5cTe0jF8IZm6UbTemPDrsbnVB_JQiZPlEdo80ePqjIxP1IUi8SUxBVDi-BWEpNV_G0QHmKkooC4Sl0o4EbT4YAhCexmnwVAgTjEx7uJOj3PR75qFYaW4nKu5zJtTPnPioPGoENAJzwgEikAhdddEER1W8FIS9qHxKhYWGWviVD-pToXap5suMlNXiJME8jEnQ==&c=&ch=
mailto:sam.hoang@amchamvietnam.com
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001gPCbPxqXpM77phwqGimQwBq4WenznaKEaR4S0gwiq-FEpxomQAvcTCV-GyUWCjexsOazAUFHU-6lYKzNFg5JObmn6KaPO0McpivL3AmLM5p4IwE2N4BDMor4sRjzo_j2zow9OouXDN5P_zvsV7PhVNv9hznww98YlyWci7erVE9T0xTxGYc7ZWM-4mtk_JPosHB-uFk_8-SfNenQ9-lzSWgauRxiFYfI_BtfJcG6Z8UDyWiNxRqbmnlXskknwqloJvyG8VoQ5PfFCnpwcnN__c38RNHUZxw6arEHGMgLqlHCHRYM9OWJ2JssggIiQU_8KO6-BmGRaUPvFpdHlDaVq4-jpmiqtLlsPGRhW6KVTNJrlaYAsB9P7JmgLdfCIwgLs2LtePd1zxorxiNJbqEqNYVYFSkBzKZPcVeZPVEOkZsuVpvyt-lXSg==&c=&ch=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001gPCbPxqXpM77phwqGimQwBq4WenznaKEaR4S0gwiq-FEpxomQAvcTLC3_199LWMWn1KfOjev9wYgR7AxM4YSyd0seZtORRwNfa55JptuSpbxoDAxM9964MfUtcCcHfEWvv0WPopPjIELlgf3sVimvhLizGl02oK4dhXmHGq1hbittqtmm8qBhIwdzIMc-xkTOGpxFno-8N_osglYx_dq2jRYDW5FjnyQrIc-0lxUr5VKOuB03UGntrtmK0WgWTbin2YEz2WVjZOStE1ydHYnfGKUjWD0Rmc99MMgEYP9zGo6P5GgU3EZGCCr4Wdq7UOtkIagReWuoAfRZIAtXNA3-2drtT6mfV0fA6QZ0c-t3V0f6IsIMtqhxg==&c=&ch=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001gPCbPxqXpM77phwqGimQwBq4WenznaKEaR4S0gwiq-FEpxomQAvcTNPwNaQAAFCYhoZ3CclzS3xXWqitznMpzG3WPD9rMLgJzFK_AjJWfswKKs7DyV6lSGDVH-0uFoUygNcoLYRFowo08IOB8dXbGbZ1iYVtan-iCi5z_3Kv87PIKxTTI4auJzgSVFe60xkgz6kt_UzIoDvNn6hfnM5gaa4_QMrwT10OTL64h5xDmuowQEzBXvUubMVAoT5AXs4ddd7Qc_miqkxFBVrGQasPzkU-lQEBWa9sQrg_oKvi7KMKSZ4pMTIdtZVB0CzUqqHpyPIvKCkg7DJgEtG6rq5RXAvCeFy1xMagmW2JnwDeAg9_UxrZ7CmiuE8KdfBrjEuYwXytT44e-YUMAzI09RbYZQdX84fMS81f87HFoZdr3KKXpkyoUlzWdA==&c=&ch=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001gPCbPxqXpM77phwqGimQwBq4WenznaKEaR4S0gwiq-FEpxomQAvcTNPwNaQAAFCYhoZ3CclzS3xXWqitznMpzG3WPD9rMLgJzFK_AjJWfswKKs7DyV6lSGDVH-0uFoUygNcoLYRFowo08IOB8dXbGbZ1iYVtan-iCi5z_3Kv87PIKxTTI4auJzgSVFe60xkgz6kt_UzIoDvNn6hfnM5gaa4_QMrwT10OTL64h5xDmuowQEzBXvUubMVAoT5AXs4ddd7Qc_miqkxFBVrGQasPzkU-lQEBWa9sQrg_oKvi7KMKSZ4pMTIdtZVB0CzUqqHpyPIvKCkg7DJgEtG6rq5RXAvCeFy1xMagmW2JnwDeAg9_UxrZ7CmiuE8KdfBrjEuYwXytT44e-YUMAzI09RbYZQdX84fMS81f87HFoZdr3KKXpkyoUlzWdA==&c=&ch=
mailto:cindy.tran@amchamvietnam.com
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001gPCbPxqXpM77phwqGimQwBq4WenznaKEaR4S0gwiq-FEpxomQAvcTJNB0ENiP-oB1aS0Ii2Wb3mq1ZtoPge0y22ZDRHpwGWelB-dsg_0_wU78X2daMRxuZ-Z3B8nluJ1L41xWuV9sDar5wIQUEdWX-Yi2akrN0YeHi8MISgR4O8azRUaorq-j2itUZvV6VDg3lbPHyX84sDDHRFot0ronAghMqYLW3Gt2WLalDKYcJOS8chzSyFl2AHs4vrBtlPVy0NJU5mAPWXUhochax16KmTa0dViqovbI8Jgzb2QWD11THKso7cTxh0NuLl4KUvybHL0ubp4c8s3B1oxVO5Y5AbDfebl3PC5hfZ0bt-2vFj5A1Vn_XomKXRUq02zL3FUCckXY5kCywD4XZ3tUjlnTjAz1q5u3f5hCsUSsvW0OMCUgAmo27WzpA==&c=&ch=
mailto:sam.hoang@amchamvietnam.com
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001gPCbPxqXpM77phwqGimQwBq4WenznaKEaR4S0gwiq-FEpxomQAvcTCV-GyUWCjex08B5Mt1TwuhXDbWxg641F1NxQ_C3EetEqfC7u_sOk7ircoXMJtOrbvN1fBZduHeKY598R6mmI54vZrUATVsjkt-lipjsyNW4W1C7JdMqZzl0eoFBodRXC_Esszc24vCUT_8Dwccv7HSPMPuQDXcmZ7HwEYGVYjC5sW75ErP8-prbgODf7Uyw2Vyn3-N9vlapVXbfD-uv5gh6zEH5tuS-_G5mbJPKKZE1uOSPECPrg3CaTIee7UngEn_wxJeqIAfYlgFpyUKPS9NBDHOgAeuteXDTK0LoDFjJY2g4csCUDmt6c3R2cLe1s_Mw7y_hRANQqUM09agqFVuOBDjCdLzC2p4aKWYiZ6NbD3OypoitUsg=&c=&ch=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001gPCbPxqXpM77phwqGimQwBq4WenznaKEaR4S0gwiq-FEpxomQAvcTE2mbhgqXj2PgnyfhqzDgVzT10RV6TA96EY3BzPEG6IawFGHX2fc_nbZ753irzr20B8PPtOPKCnxvAzeEHOAsk3wM4DXD0AYQSqqJR_nhli2ecURF4XV350XKoUghYn-rqYNLu1TvmEPUJ69RSW68xkaghU61OdZFACHaWjjf48iBfuD_SWZ-cxOfQTDXz_PNG4XUdUtYada-7kJe5Q38PDiiB_S7m8W8JOrjKV8grQhbdfTS1LjqCWImUpc1aHa0vf3pJVkhJfuczQupdtxVclbLqrglymvlBeiu8Ava4Qv6p36qdZR3qngOrndC4W2MWjH7WPs1j5g8Zk7laBaIUOlSQE6VlJBnjBp9yXlU7CXEkFGX1qs7N5i6xb_U_EgPw==&c=&ch=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001gPCbPxqXpM77phwqGimQwBq4WenznaKEaR4S0gwiq-FEpxomQAvcTIKWbGdlzB-fc_N9rlFpgyWbv7tlnhVKKL2WDHqdFhp5JMFou8QSdkDV5u7utARhAeHHrzu2WwO1p-cSzIb3dbfYDDp57Gf3XVJm7dwaButdzMTKz5zopx3aRaTtz1xQkys-xehnFtL4qtfK5x30PpMqCQuNkWmQ8EcNBYQjEpz58WgBbnUFwRjAaQcAoG8flJmE25tg4CCcQ6FDHYy4dzjo3Pa25xW9lagPnuBGl2Lh5FmBWt3kxBT3Nk0XxxavChrP4_DdMT8oznu7z07WwV1e4NPXdLoLqFc-xX6_IaO03P36dJSCClIAJ77v8B8LX1gM2pD3j4EH5GsTkUKijknf8pmH7NN9GMtwMk5f4tprECrDOEoi_j_5vC-aj8cJJeJxnGAP3sszyV-8qy879i5u8gYIlY7LLA==&c=&ch=


Fish Inspection transferred from U.S. FDA to USDA

The U.S. Food and Drug Administration has completed the transfer of the domestic and import
inspection program for siluriformes fish and fish products to the U.S. Department of
Agriculture's (USDA) Food Safety and Inspection Service (FSIS). Siluriformes fish include fish
commonly known as "catfish." The primary inspection responsibility was transferred to FSIS on
March 1, 2016 for domestic producers and on April 15, 2016 for importers. FSIS is already
working with firms associated with these types of fish and fish products. 

U.S. FDA cracks down on imports of shrimp from Malaysia

The FDA announced that its District Offices may detain, without physical examination, imports
of shrimp and prawns from peninsular Malaysia due to testing that found that approximately
one-third of imports from peninsular Malaysia contained residues of nitrofurans and/or
chloramphenicol.

U.S. House Ways & Means Committee Chairman on TPP

Rep. Kevin Brady (R-Texas) said he would like Congress to consider an expansive Pacific Rim
trade deal if lingering issues can be resolved. "If the White House can solve the problems, and
there's about four or five key ones left - if they can solve those problems and build support, I'd
like to see this move sooner rather than later," Brady said. "But the substance and the support's
going to drive it. That will drive the timing.".

New Maritime Security Initiative for Southeast Asia

The U.S. Department of Defense (DoD) has submitted a notification to Congress as it prepares
to roll out a new maritime capacity-building initiative for Southeast Asian states near the South
China Sea. With that notification, the United States will soon begin implementing the so-called
Southeast Asia Maritime Security Initiative (MSI) which was initially announced in June
2015. ...

China's Okinotori Position Reveals a UNCLOS Double Standard

"Okinotori is an isolated rock in the West Pacific far away from the homeland of Japan. As
prescribed in the UNCLOS, rocks like Okinotori which cannot sustain human habitation or
economic life of their own shall have no exclusive economic zone nor continental shelf. In
April, 2012, the Commission on the Limits of the Continental Shelf gave its recommendations
in regard to the submission made by Japan on the limits of its outer continental shelf, not
recognizing Japan's claim of an outer continental shelf based on Okinotori. Japan has violated
the UNCLOS by categorizing Okinotori as "island" for the purpose of claiming for EEZ and
continental shelf based on that. China does not recognize the illegal assertion by Japan." Hua
Chunying, a spokesperson for the Chinese foreign ministry.

 Prime Minister's meeting with the business community

Prime Minister Nguyen Xuan Phuc pledged to create a level playing field for enterprises from
all economic sectors given the business community's concerns over discrimination between
the State and private sectors.

Customs: 1,000 containers abandoned at Hai Phong port 

Nearly 1,000 containers have been left at the port for months, the majority for up to 4 years,
causing billions of dong in inventory management, transportation, storage and pollution.

 USTR: changes to existing U.S. law required to comply with TPP

The U.S. Trade Representative's office published a description of changes to existing U.S.
laws required to comply with the rules of the Trans-Pacific Partnership. The one-page
document, which is required by the trade promotion authority law, includes only one entirely
new legal change under the trade pact, which will require that a customs fee - the merchandise
processing fee - not be levied on an ad valorem basis.

  U.S., China sign MOU to end China's export subsidies

The agreement is a step by Beijing to reduce trade frictions with the United States that range
from steel and agricultural products to technology and banking. The Obama administration has
sought to boost enforcement of alleged trade violations in part to rally support for new trade
agreements, including the Trans-Pacific Partnership.

 Finance Committee Chairman explains process of TPP ratification 

The signing ceremony ... is just beginning. We'll debate the merits of each and every provision
of this agreement and consider how it will impact workers and job creators in our country and
how it will affect the health of our economy. I will focus on the process by which Congress will
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consider and debate this agreement ... it is important that people, including members of
Congress, the administration, stakeholders, and the media, have a full understanding of how
this is going to work.  As I've said many times, the TPP is an extremely important agreement,
and we need to get it done.  But, given that importance, we need to focus more on getting it
right than on getting it done fast.

Weekly Updates Archive 2006 - 2015

Launched in August 2006 to answer many questions about Vietnam's accession to the WTO,
the Weekly Update Emails provide news updates, upcoming events, explanations of details of
trade and investment agreements, developments in laws and regulations affecting the
business environment in Vietnam. Click the link for to visit the archives and look back over the
years. Links to more than 10,000 documents providing background on a wide variety of topics,
from Vietnam's WTO Accession in 2006-2007, revision of the Labour Code in 2008-2012, to
the TransPacific Partnership and WTO Trade Facilitation Agreement from 2013 and ongoing.
 
 

Prime Minister's Certificates of Merit awarded to AmCham Vietnam - HCMC
 
At AmCham's 20th Anniversary Celebration Dinner on September 18, 2014, Vice Chairman of
HCMC People's Committee Le Thanh Liem handed the Prime Minister's Certificates of Merit to
AmCham Vietnam - HCM City and to Mr. Herb Cochran, Executive Director for their excellent
performance in supporting and promoting trade and investment in Ho Chi Minh City and
Vietnam.
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