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1. Hoa Ky la déi tac kinh té I&n thir hai cha Viét Nam sau Trung Quéc. Thé
nhwng, hién nay kinh té Trung Quéc dang cé nhirng dau hiéu giam téc khién cac
déi tac thwong mai Ién ctia nwéc nay lo lang. Vay theo dng Viét Nam c6 thé
nhan chuyén tham cta chu tich nwéc Trwong Tan Sang dén My dé thiac day hon
nira quan hé thwong mai véi My, dic biét 1a vé nganh xuat khau dé bu lai tham
hut do suy giam kinh té & Trung Quéc. C6 kha nang My sé tré thanh déi tac
thwong mai I&n nhit caa Viét Nam hay khéng?

The U.S. is the second largest economic partner of Vietnam after China.
However, China’s economic growth is slowing down, which makes their trade
partner worry. In your opinion, the visit of President Truong Tan Sang to

the US could help to boost the commercial relations between the US and
Vietnam, especially export, so Vietham can erase loss from the slowdown in
China. Is there any possibility the U.S. will become the biggest trade

partner of Vietham in near future?

Yes, the visit of President Sang to the U.S. could help boost commercial relations between
the U.S. and Vietnam, and there is a possibility that the U.S. could become the biggest trade
partner of Vietnam in the future. It is certainly true that China’s economic growth is slowing
down. Recently there were reports in the New York Times and Barron’s/Wall Street Journal
about the “end of the Chinese economic miracle.”” And the HSBC recently had a major
report on “the great migration” of FDI leaving China for ASEAN and India.? A key question
for Vietnam is how to capture this migrating FDI. Of course, as a neighboring country to
Vietnam, it is only logical that China will remain an important economic relationship.

Chuyén tham cda Chu tich nwéc Trwong TAn Sang dén Hoa Ky cé thé thac ddy thwong mai
song phuwong gitra Hoa Ky va Viét Nam, va c6 kha ndng Hoa Ky sé& tré thanh dbi tac thwong
mai I&n nhat cda Viét Nam trong twong lai. Diéu chac chén 1a tdng trwdng kinh té cta Trung
Québc dang cham lai. Cac bao cao gén day cua to New York Times va tap chi Barron’s/Wall
Street vé “su dich chuyen khong Io cla ngudn vén dau tw trc t|ep tr nwé e ngoai (FDI)
dang r&i bd Trung Québc dé tién vé cac nwdc ASEAN va An Do. Diéu quan trong véi Viét
Nam la lam cach nao d& nam bét xu thé dich chuyén FDI nay. La nwéc lang giéng cla Viét
Nam, hoan toan hop ly d& Trung Quéc van duy tri quan hé kinh té quan trong vé&i Viét Nam.

2. Liéu TPP c6 phai la chu dé chinh trong cudc gip gitra hai nha lanh dao hay
khéng? Liéu chuyén di cua cha tich nwéc Trwong Tan Sang c6 anh hu’o’ng gi dén
tién trinh dam phan TPP cua hai nwéc khéng, chang han nhw giap tién trinh

nay nhanh hon. Liéu c6 kha nang ca hai bén sé dat dwoc théa hiép trong cudc
gap gitra hai nha lanh dao hay khéng?

Will the Trans-Pacific Partnership Agreement be the main topic of the
meeting between leaders in both countries? Will the visit of President
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Truong Tan Sang affect the progress of the TPP negotiation between 2
countries, like speed up the progress and is it likely that the compromise
in some matters like textile industry and agriculture will be reached in the
meeting?

The Trans-Pacific Partnership will certainly be one of the main topics of the meetings, in a
wide range of topics with the objective to establish a “strategic partnership” between
Vietnam and the United States.

Hiép dinh D4i tac Xuyén Thai Binh Dwong chac chan sé la mét trong s6 nhitng ndi dung
chinh cta budi gap, ndm trong mét loat cac ndi dung dé thiét 1ap “ddi tac chién lwoc” gitra
Viét Nam va Hoa Ky

We do expect that President Sang’s visit will affect the progress of the TPP, speed up the
TPP. As you may know, we in AmCham were concerned early this year about the slow
progress. After the Chief U.S. Negotiator said in February that “The key county is Vietnam,
where we’re looking to insure that we have significant market access in areas of interest to
the U.S.. Vietnam is looking for improved access in footwear and textiles, which are
sensitive areas for us. We are slowly making progress on a package that will be balanced,
and addresses the interests of both countries, but we have to do so in a way that is
comfortable for both countries.”

Chung téi ky vong rdng chuyén thdm ctia Chu tich nwéc Trwong TAn Sang sé c6 tac dong
dén tién trinh cda Hiép dinh TPP, qua d6 day nhanh tién d6 clGa Hiép dinh nay. Nhw cac ban
ciing biét, AmCham chung tdi rat lo ngai vé tién trinh dam phan dién ra kha cham, vao dau
ndm nay. Vao thang 2, sau khi Trwéng doan BDam phan Hoa Ky cho rang “Viét Nam la nuwéc
quan trong noi chung tdi ky vong dé ddm bao rang ching t6i tiép can dwoc thi trwdng réng
I&n trong céac linh vire quan tdm cha Hoa Ky. Viét Nam dang né lwc hon trong viéc tiép can
thj trwéng gidy da va may mac, diéu kha nhay cdm véi ching téi. Chung téi dang thwc hién
kha cham chap tién trinh nay, diéu sé tao ra thé can bang va dap (rng quan tam cda ca hai
nwéc, nhwng ching toi phai lam theo cach ma thuan lgi cho cé hai bén.”

Since then, we in AmCham have actively engaged with the key business associations in
Vietnam, including VCCI, HCMC Union of Business Associations, Leading Business Club,
and the main export industry associations, VITAS, LEFASO, HAWA, VASEP (apparel,
footwear, furniture, seafood), that make up about 2/3 of Vietnam’s exports to the USA, and
in addition with the key FDI business associations, including S Korea, Chinese Taipei, Hong
Kong, Japan, as well as TPP business associations Australia, Singapore, Malaysia, Canada.
We have had several dialogue meetings and forums, May 8, May 24, July 10, July 24 to
discuss TPP opportunities and challenges.

Ké tr d6, AmCham chung t6i tich cwe tao cau ndi véi nhiéu hiép hodi thwong mai quan trong
tai Viét Nam, bao gdm Phong Thwong mai va Céng nghiép Viét Nam, Hiép hoi doanh

nghiép TPHCM, Cau lac bd cac doanh nghiép dan dau, va cac hiép hdi nganh nghé xuét
khau trong yéu nhw Hiép hoi dét may Viét Nam, Hiép hoi Da — Gidy Viét Nam, Hiép hoi Ché
bién gb va thi cdng my nghé TPHCM, Hiép hdi Ché bién — Xuat khdu Thay san Viét Nam,
chiém dén 2/3 kim ngach xuét khau cla Viét Nam vao Hoa Ky, va cac hiép hoi thwong mai
nuwdc ngoai khac nhuw Han Quéc, Pai Loan, Hong Kong, Nhat Ban, cling nhw cac hiép hoi
thwong mai trong Hiép dinh dbi tac Xuyén Thai Binh Dwong nhw Uc, Singapore, Malaysia,
Canada. Chung tdi cling da té chirc cac cudc hdi dam va dién dan vao ngay 8 va 24 thang 5,
10 va 24 thang 7 dé thao luan cac co hoi va thach thire ma Hiép dinh nay mang lai.
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As for areas such as textiles and agriculture, | think that there is already good progress and
general agreement on these sectors in the TPP, at least as far as Vietnam’s businesses are
concerned.

Riéng vé cac Inh virc dét may va nong nghiép, t6i cho rang dang co tién trién kha tot va
théa thuan chung dat dwgc vé cac linh vwc nay trong Hiép dinh, it nhat l1a vé phia cac doanh
nghiép Viét Nam.

In the textile sector, there have been announcements in recent months of more
than $1 billion FDI in Vietnam* by companies from S Korea, Hong Kong, Japan, China, etc.
in yarn-spinning, fabric-weaving, etc. to meet the TPP yarn-forward rule of origin for duty
free export of apparel to the U.S. (and Japan). | hope that there will be Viethamese
investment as well.

Trong linh vwc dét may, da cé nhirng théng bao gan day vé viéc hon 1ty dé la My
vdn dau tu trye tiép tr nwdc ngoai d6 vao Viét Nam dén tlr cac cong ty Han Quéc, Hong
Kong, Nhat Ban, Trung Qudc,.. trong nganh quay soi, dét vai,... dé dap (ng Quy tc tir soi
tr& di dé hwéng thué suat 0% danh cho hang dét may vao Hoa Ky (va Nhat Ban) cua Hiép
dinh TPP. Téi hy vong rang cling sé& cé nhirng nguén vén dau tw tir Viét Nam vao linh vuc
nay.

In the agricultural sector, the Chairman of the HCMC Food Association recently
wrote® that “Trong qua trinh dam phan TPP, phwong an tét hon ca la d& nghi cac nuéc dbi
tac phat trién trong TPP cé cam két hé tro ki thuat theo cac hinh thire cu thé, kha thi va hiéu
qua dé thwc hién cac bién phap bdo hd.” and
“BAI NAY TUY DA DUOC DANG BAO VOI NOI DUNG TICH CUC, NHUNG TOI DA MOI
THEM VAO :

-Goc nhin da chieu cua cac nen kinh te TRUOC TPP.

-Doan ket cuoi, Viét Nam NHIN TRONG TONG THE CO LOI NHIEU HON, LAM GI DE DAT
DUOC NHUNG KET QUA DO, THONG QUA DAM PHAN. DE DEN Thang 10/13 Chung ta
san sang cho TPP.”

Trong linh vwc néng nghiép, Cha tich Hoi Lwong thwe thwe phdm TPHCM gan day
ciing da cho rang “Trong qua trinh dam phan TPP, phwong an tét hon ca |a dé nghi cac
nwoc doi tac phat trién trong TPP ¢ cam két ho tro ky thuét theo cac hinh thirc cu thé, kha
thi va hiéu qua dé thwc hién cac bién phap bdo hd” va “ Géc nhin da chiéu ctia cac nén kinh
té trwdc TPP. Viét Nam nhin trong téng thé c6 i nhiéu hon, 1am gi dé dat dwoc nhirng két

qua do, théng qua dam phan, d& dén thang 10/2013, ching ta sn sang cho TPP.”

We are confident that the advanced countries in TPP would provide technical assistance to
Vietnam in the agriculture and processed food area, just as they have provided TA to
Vietnam in WTO accession and implementation. And in addition, FDI companies such as Du
Pont and Dow, as well as industry associations, such as Food Industry Asia,” would be
willing to help, also. After all, cooperation and “regulatory coherence” is one of the key
concepts of the Trans-Pacific Partnership.
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“This article, although it has been published already [see earlier email], | have added a few points.

Viewpoints ...

In conclusion, from Vietnam's overall point of view it is more beneficial, we should do the necessary to achieve

results by means of negotiations, so as to reach agreement on TPP by Oct 2013. °
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Chung téi tin rdng cac nwéc phat trién trong Hiép dinh TPP sé hé tro vé ky thuat cho Viét
Nam trong linh vwc néng nghiép va ché bién thwc phdm, gidng nhw ho da hé tro ky thuat
cho Viét Nam gia nhap Td chirc thwong mai thé gi&i va thwe thi cac cam két. Thém vao do,
cac cong ty c6 vdn dau tw nwdc ngoai nhw Du Pont va Dow, ciing nhw cac hiép héi nganh
nghé, nhw Hiép hoi Thwe phdm Chau A, ciing sé sdn sang hé tro. Sau cling, hop tac va “hai
hda trong cac quy dinh” déng vai trd chi dao cla Hiép dinh nay.

3. Nhiéu ngwoi hy vong TPP sé két thic vao nam nay. Nhwng sau két thuc dé,
két qua nao cho My va Viét Nam. Bao chi nwéc ngoai cho rang mét vong dam
phan méi sau nam nay sé dwoc tién hanh va néu cac bén cé dat dwoc sw dong
thuan thi phai sau nam 2014. Y kién cta éng vé diéu nay la gi?

Many people expect TPP will be ended this year. But what would be the result
for the US and Vietnam. International papers analyzed that a new negotiation
may be launched and parties may not reach agreement until 2014. How you will
say about this?

| think that the parties can reach agreement this year, and sign an agreement at the APEC
Leaders summit meeting in Bali, Indonesia in early October.

T6i cho rang cac bén co thé dat dwoc thda thuan vao nam nay, va tién dén ky két thoa
thuan tai H6i nghi Thwong dinh cac nha lanh dao APEC tai Bali, Indonesia vao dau thang 10.

4. Doanh nghiép Viét Nam ky vong chuyén di caa chu tich nwéc Trwong Tan Sang
sé tao nén mot sw khac biét trong méi quan hé giira hai nwéc. Vay thi ky vong

vé phia cac doanh nghiép My dang kinh doanh hoéc c6 y dinh kinh doanh tai

Viét Nam la gi? Ho mong dei diéu gi sé dat dwoc sau chuyén di nay.

Most of Vietnamese enterprises all expect the visit of President Truong Tan
Sang will make a further difference in the commercial relation between two
countries. But how about the expectation of US enterprises who have or
intent to have business in Vietnam? What do they hope would be achieved
after the meeting of the two leaders?

We all share the same expectation as the Vietnamese enterprises.

Chung t6i cling c6 cung ky vong nhw cac doanh nghiép Viét Nam.

5. Giira thang nay, dién dan hop tac cong tw Viét Nam da dwoc té chirc tai
Washington. Téi nghi viéc Iwa chon dia diém nay té chirc la rat sang suét vi
chinh pha Viét Nam muén thu hat cac céng ty cé tiém lwc tai chinh va céng
nghé tham gia vao cac dw an xay dwng co’ sé& ha tang trong khi Hoa Ky lai la
mién dat cta nhirng tap doan I&n va hung manh. Nhwng vé phia cac céng ty dau
tw My thi sao? Ho c6 thay cac dw an hop tac cong tw tai Viét Nam la khoan

dau tw I&n khéng? Uu tw cha ho la gi?

In the middle of this month, the Vietham Public-Private Partnership (PPP)
Forum was organized in Washington. | think that is a good choice of location
because Vietham government would like to attract private companies with
strong financial and technical resources in infrastructure projects and the

US is known as the land of giant and powerful companies? But how about the



US’s investing company interest? As you see, do they see Public-Private
projects in Vietham a good investment? What might they considered as
challenges?

U.S. companies and partner factories (from S Korea, Chinese Taipei, Hong Kong, etc.) are
very successful in FDI for export-oriented manufacturing, both consumer products for export
to the USA (apparel, footwear, furniture, etc.) and “modern manufacturing for export to
global markets,” (high-tech factories such as Intel, Jabil, II-VI, GE, Spartronics, etc.). They
are also successful in the Fast Moving Consumer Goods (FMCG) and Fast Foods sectors.

Céc cdng ty My va cac nha may déi tac (tr Han Québc, Pai Loan, Hong Kong,...) rat thanh
cong trong viéc thu hut FDI dé& san xuét cac mat hang hwéng xuat khau, ca nhirng san
pham tiéu dung cho xuat khau vao thj trudng My (may mac, da gidy, noi that,...) va “san
xuat hién dai cho thi tredng toan cau,” (nhirng nha may céng nghé cao nhw Intel, Jabil, I1-Vi,
GE, Spartronics, ...) Ho da rat thanh céng trong linh vwc Hang tiéu dung nhanh (FMCG) va
Thirc an nhanh.

However, it is more challenging to do business in Vietnam’s infrastructure market. As you
know, Vietnam’s State-Owned Enterprises are mostly involved in infrastructure, and there
are many, including Viethnamese economists, the World Bank, and the Asian Development
Bank that have discuss the need to restructure and improve the governance of SOEs and
banks in Vietham. So this could be a complicated area, and the TPP could help make
progress.

Tuy nhién, kha thach thirc @& hoat ddng kinh doanh tai Viét Nam. Cac doanh nghiép qubc
doanh chii yéu tham gia vao xay dung co hé ha tang, va c6 nhiéu nha kinh té hoc cia Viét
Nam, Ngan Hang Thé Gidi, va Ngan hang Phat trién Chau A da thao luan sy can thiét dé tai
céu tric va cai thién nang lwc quan tri ciia cac doanh nghiép qudc doanh va cac ngan hang
tall VI@’E Nam. Vi thé, day co thé 1a mét linh vuc phtrc tap, va Hiép dinh co thé giup tao ra sw
tién trién.

By the way, there are many SOEs in the United States, as well. Just to take a few examples,
the airports of San Francisco, Los Angeles, Chicago are all SOEs. But they operate in a
business-like manner.

Ciing c6 nhiéu doanh nghiép qudc doanh tai M, lay vi du la cac san bay & San Francisco,
Los Angeles, Chicago. Nhwng ho van hoat déng kinh doanh binh thwdng.



