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LEGAL SERVICES

Response by Vice Minister of Justice, Mr. Le Hong Son

- We understand your concern with the revised Law on Lawyers recently passed by
the National Assembly. Many of the lawyers here have had long periods of
practice in Vietnam who have acquired extensive experience on the legal practice
environment for foreign lawyers in Vietnam over the years. Even before
Vietnam’s accession to the World Trade Organization, the practice environment
was much more favorable than many countries in the region, and even many
member states of the World Trade Organization. The country’s accession to the
World Trade Organization was also greatly aided by international lawyers.

- The 2008 Law on Lawyers of Vietnam complies strictly to the country’s
commitments with the World Trade Organization. And its amendments this time
also aim to better serve Vietnam’s fulfillment of its commitments for
international integration in the area of legal services that Mr. Fred Burke
mentioned. Mr. Fred Burke’s comments, however, might have revealed some
slight deviation from the true nature of the revision.

- On behalf of the Ministry of Justice, I would like to posit again that the scope of
consulting activities for Vietnamese lawyers working for international law firms
in Vietnam under the Law on Lawyers has only been changed with regards to
involvement in court proceedings in Vietnam. In respect of the scope of legal
consultation under Article 28 of the new Law on Lawyers, mentioned by Mr.
Fred Burke, Vietnamese lawyers are still allowed to provide legal consultation
services, including drafting commercial documents and contracts for clients when
required.

- The local law has also been made more open for foreign lawyers holding a
Vietnamese law degree and meeting all the requirements applicable for a
Vietnamese lawyer, by allowing them to also provide legal consultation services
within the scope of Article 28, Law on Lawyers. So, in comparison, the local law
has obviously adopted a much wider scope of practice for foreign lawyers in
Vietnam than in many other countries. Even how foreign law firms practice in
Vietnam has been more inclusive this time: as partnership companies made up of
a foreign partnership law firm and a Vietnamese partnership law firm have been
allowed.

- We believe that with the added advantages, foreign and local lawyers working for
international law firms in Vietnam will remain unaffected during their course of
practice.



DIEN PAN DOANH NGHIEP VIET NAM 2012
DICH VU PHAP LY
Phan hoi ciia Ong Lé Hong Son — Thir trwémg Bo Tw phap

- Chiing t6i hiéu rang nhitng ¥ kién cua quy vi ddi v6i Luat Luét su stra d6i méi
dugc Qudc hoi thong qua. O day c6 cac luat su nudc ngoai dd co rat nhiéu thoi
gian hanh nghé tai Viét Nam, cac quy vi da hiéu moi trudng hanh nghé ciia cac
luat su nudc ngoai tai Viét Nam trong nhidu nim qua. Ngay ca khi Viét Nam
chua gia nhap To chirc Thuong mai Thé gi6i thi ciing da rat thuan loi so véi cac
nudc trong khu vuc va tham chi la nhiéu nuée 1a thanh vién cia T6 chirc Thuong
mai Thé gidi. Khi tham gia T6 chitc Thuong mai Thé gidi ciing c¢6 su tham gia
tich cuc cua céac luat su nudc ngoai.

- Luat Luat su Viét Nam 2008 da tuan tha nghiém tic nhitng cam két cua Viét
Nam tai T6 chitc Thuong mai Thé gidi. Va lan sira doi nay ciing 1a dé thyuc hién
t6t hon cam két cua Viét Nam trong hoi nhap quéc té trong linh vuc dich vu phap
Iy ma ong Fred Burke di dé cap. Y kién ctiia Ong Fred Burke c6 su hiéu chua
hoan toan dung su stra doi.

- Thay mat cho By Tu phap xin khéng dinh lai mot 1an nita pham vi tu van cta luat
su Viét Nam ma lam viéc cho td chirc hanh nghé luat su nudce ngoai tai Viét Nam
theo Luat Luét su chi c6 sira d6i dbi vé6i viec tham gia tb tung tai Toa an Viét
Nam. Con ddi véi pham vi tu van phap luét, theo quy dinh tai Diéu 28 cta Luat
Luat su ma C)ng Fred Burke di dé cap, thi Luat su Viét Nam van duoc tu van
phap luat, bao gdm ca viéc soan thao cac gidy to, hop dong thwong mai cho
khach hang khi duoc yéu cau.

- Ngay ca Luat Viét Nam ciing duoc mo rong dbi véi ludt su nude ngoai ma co
béng cu nhan lut cia Viét Nam, va dap ung dugc du cac diéu kién d6i v6i mot
luat su cua Viét Nam thi ciing duoc thuc hién tu van phap luat trong pham vi
Piéu 28 Luat Luét su. Nhu vay, néu so sanh co thé théy Luat Viét Nam c6 méd
rong pham vi hanh nghé cua luat su nudc ngoai tai Viét Nam so voi rat nhiéu
nude. Ngay ca hinh thire t6 chirc hanh nghé cua cac cong ty luat nudc ngoai tai
Viét Nam cling dugc mé rOng tai lan nay: thém mot hinh thirc cong ty luat hop
danh gifta cong ty ludt hgp danh nudc ngoai va cong ty luat hop danh Viét Nam.

- Chung t61 tin r@ing, vo1 su thudn 1gi nhu vay thi cac luat su nude ngoai va céc luat
su Viét Nam ma lam viéc cho cdc cong ty luat nudc ngoai tai Viét Nam s& khong
bi anh hudng trong qua trinh hanh nghé.



