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Ladies and gentlemen

Trade and investment have been powerful engines driving economic growth and
reducing poverty in Vietnam. In the almost 20 years since the United States and
Vietnam normalized diplomatic relations, U.S.-Vietnam two-way trade has
grown from less than $500 million to over thirty-four billion dollars this year, in
the process contributing to Vietnam’s dramatic reduction in poverty. Vietnam’s
participation in the rules-based international trading system has also reinforced
good governance and the rule of law.

Vietnam is continuing its international economic integration through its
participation in a new generation of international trade agreements, including
the recently finalized WTO Trade Facilitation Agreement (TFA) and the 12-
country Trans-Pacific Partnership (TPP), now in its final stages of negotiation.
Vietnam’s timely submission of its TFA Schedule A commitments in July on
what it intends to implement in the first year the agreement is in force was an
important indication of its recognition of the potential of improved trade
facilitation to contribute to sustainable growth. The Prime Minister’s leadership
this year on the importance of customs and tax administrative streamlining
through Resolution 19 is another indication that continuing to strengthen
Vietnam’s international competitiveness is a high priority for the government.

In this context, I am pleased to be able to join you this evening to launch an
innovative, new private sector initiative, the Vietnam Trade Facilitation
Alliance, being established to support Vietnam’s trade facilitation related policy
and institutional reform efforts. The MOU we are signing this evening between
USAID, AmCham and VCCI, along with the Alliance Charter being signed by
many of you, its founding members, will begin what we hope will become a
dynamic, inclusive public-private partnership with the General Department of
Vietnam Customs and the numerous other Vietnamese agencies involved in



trading across borders and participating in the the National Single Window that
is being developed to facilitate this.

I would like to announce that USAID has committed two and a half million
dollars to support Vietnam’s improved trade facilitation through implementation
of TFA and closely related expected TPP trade facilitation provisions. This
Alliance will be a central part of this assistance with significant financial
support to the Alliance, leveraging its private sector partners’ leadership,
resources, know-how and commitment. The Alliance will work to enhance the
customs-business partnership in Vietnam, developing formal consultative
relationships between Customs, trade facilitation related agencies, and domestic
and international businesses and their associations. Additionally, through its
multi-stakeholder networks, the VFTA will improve information sharing on
trade facilitation including participation in the annual Traders Satisfaction
Survey implemented by VCCI in partnership with Customs, and sharing of
private sector generated data on customs performance.

USAID’s support for this AmCham and VCCI lead Alliance represents a new
model for delivery of our support for implementation of the TFA, in terms of
being rooted in real, substantive engagement with the business community in
order to inform the prioritization and implementation of reforms so that they
deliver real development and business results. Trade facilitation is also a
powerful tool for integrating small and medium enterprises into domestics and
global value chains, which makes growth more inclusive. The VTFA will be an
important voice for these SMEs that too often are not well represented in policy
processes.

This private sector led approach to trade facilitation reform is not something we
have done before and based on your pioneering experience with this approach,
we intend to apply it more broadly to our trade programming in the many
developing countries where we are supporting the implementation of the TFA.

Under USAID’s Country Development Cooperation Strategy for Vietnam (2014
- 2018), the USAID is working to strengthen the new U.S.-Vietnam
Comprehensive Partnership and address Vietnam’s fundamental development
challenges in order to support the country’s continued transformation into a
responsible, more inclusive partner and a market-based economy. The USAID
Governance for Inclusive Growth program is an important part of the United



States’ commitment to further deepen already important U.S. economic, social
and strategic ties with Vietnam.

Today marks the 1 year anniversary of the USAID’s Governance for Inclusive
Growth program and recall what Secretary Kerry said when he announced this
new program during his trip to Vietnam at this time last year, “this is not aid. I
want to make that clear. This is an investment, and it’s an investment in broad-
based and sustainable growth.” I have no doubt that the VTFA is exactly the
type of investment he had in mind when he said that.

Thank you very much.



L& ky két Bién ban ghi nhé Thanh Iap Lién minh Thuén lgi héa Thwrong mai Viét Nam

Thua ba Claire Pierangelo, Pai bién 1am thoi, Pai st quan Hoa Ky tai Viét Nam
Ong Marc Townsend, chil tich AmCham

Ong ... dai dién VCCI, Phong Thuong mai va Cong nghiép Viét Nam

Céc quan chtrc Chinh phu trung wong va chinh quyén tinh

Cac dai di¢n Hiép hoi khu vuc tu nhan va doanh nghiép

Thua cac quy 6ng, quy ba,

Thuong mai va dau tu 13 nhitng dong co manh mé thuc ddy ting trudng kinh té
va giam nghéo tai Viét Nam. Trong gan 20 ndm ké tir khi binh thuong héa quan
hé ngoai giao giita Viét Nam va Hoa Ky, thuong mai hai chiéu giita hai nudc da
tang tir dudi 500 tridu d6 la My 18n 34 ty d6 la My trong nam nay, gop phan vao
qué trinh giam nghéo dang ké ciia Viét Nam.

Viét Nam tiép tuc hoi nhap kinh té qudc té thong qua viéc tham gia vao cac hiép
dinh thuong mai quéc té, bao gom Hiép dinh Thuan lgi hoa Thuong mai (TFA)
ctia T6 chitc Thuong mai Thé gidi mo1 hoan tat gan day va Hiép dinh Déi tac
xuyén Thai Binh Duong véi 12 qudc gia hién dang trong giai doan dam phan.
Vao thang 7, Viét Nam da kip thoi ndop Muc luc A trong Hi¢p dinh TFA cua
minh vé nhirng du dinh s€ thuc hién trong nam dau tién thoa thuan co hiéu luc,
day 1a ddu hiéu quan trong cho thiy nhan thirc ctia Viét Nam vé kha ning ting
cudng tao thudn loi cho thwong mai nham gop phan vao ting trudng bén virng.
Trong nim nay, su lanh dao ctua Thu tudéng Chinh phil vé tAm quan trong ctia
viéc don gian hoa thu tuc hai quan va thué thong qua Nghi quyét 19 1a mot déu
hiéu khac cho thay chinh phu tiép tuc dat uu tién cao cho hoat dong cing cb kha
ning canh tranh qubc té cua Viét Nam.

Trong bdi canh nay, t6i rat vui ming dugc tham dy cing quy vi trong budi tdi
hém nay dé cong bé mot sang kién méi trong khu vuc tu nhan, Lién minh
Thuan lgi hoa Thuong mai Viét Nam, dugc thanh lap nham hd tro nhing nd luc
cai cach chinh sach va thé ché lién quan dén thuan loi hoa thuong mai cua Viét
Nam. Bién ban ghi nhé dugc ky két trong budi t6i hom nay giita USAID,
AmCham va VCCI, cung v6i ban Tuyén bd Lién minh duge ky két boi rt nhiéu
quy vi ¢ day, nhirng thanh vién sang 1ap, s€ 1a khoi dau cho mong doi cua chiung
ta vé mot mdi quan hé ddi tac cong-tu ning dong, toan dién voi Tong cuc Hai
quan Viét Nam va nhiéu co quan chtrc ning khac ctia Viét Nam lién quan dén
hoat dong thuong mai xuyén bién gidi va tham gia vao co ché Mot cira Toan
quéc dang duoc xay dung nham tao thuén 1gi cho nd luc nay.



T6i xin dugc thong bao rang USAID cam két ngan sach 2,5 triéu do la My dé hd
trg Viét Nam tang cuong tao thuén 191 cho thuwong mai thong qua thuc hi¢n Hiép
dinh TFA va thyc hién céc diéu khoén tao diéu kién thuong mai dugc mong doi
trong Hi¢p dinh TPP. Lién minh nay s€ la ndi dung trong tadm cua hoat dong hd
trg va nhan dugc trg giup dang ké vé tai chinh, thuc day su lanh dao, nguon luc,
kién thirc va cam két ctia cac ddi tac khu vuc tu nhan trong Lién minh. Lién
minh s& tac dong nham nang cao quan hé ddi tac doanh nghiép-hai quan tai Viét
Nam, xay dung quan hé tham véan chinh thirc gitra Hai quan, cac co quan lién
quan dén tao thun loi thuong mai, va cac doanh nghiép trong nudc va qudc té
cung cac hi¢p hdi cua hg. Ngoai ra, thong qua mang ludi da thanh vién, Hiép
dinh TFA Viét Nam sé& ting cuong chia sé théng tin vé hd tro thuong mai bao
gdm tham gia vao Khao sat mac d6 Hai long ctia Doanh nghiép dugc VCCI
phéi hop thuc hién cting Tong cuc Hai quan, va chia sé dir liéu thu duoc tir khu
vuc tu nhan vé hoat dong hai quan.

Hoat dong hd trg cia USAID cho Lién minh do Amcham va VCCI dan dét dai
dién cho mot mo hinh hd trg méi ctia chung t61 danh cho qué trinh thyc hién
TFA, bat ngudn tir viéc tham gia thuc té cting cong dong doanh nghiép nham
xéac dinh nhitng wu tién va thuc hién cai cach dé doanh nghiép dat duoc nhiing
két qua phat trién va kinh doanh thuc chit. Thuan lgi hoa thuong mai cling la
mot cong cu manh mé dé dua doanh nghiép vira va nho vao chudi gia tri trong
nudc va toan cau, gitp ting trudng toan dién hon. Hiép dinh TFA Viét Nam sé&
la t1eng noi quan trong cho nhitng doanh nghiép vira va nho nay, thuong chua
xudt hién nhiéu trong cac quy trinh chinh sach.

Chung t6i chua timg ap dung bién phap tiép can do khu vyc tu nhan thyc hién
cho cai cach thuan lgi hoa thuong mai, dua vao kinh nghiém tién phong cua
Viét Nam, ching t61 du dinh s€ trién khai rong rai cho cac chuong trinh thuong
mai ctia minh tai nhiéu qudc gia dang phat trién, noi chung t6i dang hd tro thuc
hién TFA.

Trong khudn khé Chién lwge Hop tac Phat trién Qudc gia cia USAID tai Viét
Nam (2014 - 2018), USAID huong to1 tang cuong Quan h¢ d6i tac Toan dién
Vi¢t Nam-Hoa Ky va giai quyet nhitng thach thirc phat trién co ban cua Viét
Nam nham hd trg Viét Nam tiép tuc chuyen d6i thanh d01 tac co trach nhiém va
co su tham gia nhiéu hon cta moi thanh phan va mot nén kinh té dinh huong thi
truong. Dy an Quan tri nha nuwéc nham Ting trudng toan dién ciia USAID 1a



mot phan quan trong trong cam két cua Hoa Ky nham cung c6 hon nira quan hé
kinh t€, xa hoi va chién lugc quan trong cua Hoa Ky vdi Viét Nam.

Ngay hom nay danh ddu ky niém 1 ndm hoat dong ctia du 4n Quan tri nha nude
nham Tang trudng toan dién ciia USAID va hoi tudng lai 101 phét biéu cta
Ngoai truong Kerry khi cong bd chuong trinh méi nay trong chuyén tham Viét
Nam gi¢ ndy nim trudc “day khong phai 1a hoat dong vién trg. Toi mudn noi rd
diéu nay. Pay la mot khoan dau tu, dau tu vao ting trudng toan dién va bén
virg”. Toi chic rang Hiép dinh TFA Viét Nam chinh 1 loai hinh dau tu ma
Ngoai truéng nhic t6i trong 101 phat biéu ctiia minh.

Xin cam on quy Vi.



