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TPP Entry into Force: 2+ years, 3 scenarios; FDI Exports 71% of total; Walmart suppliers

FEATURES

TPP Entry into Force: two years, three scenarios

The TPP will enter into force (1) 60 days after all 12 original TPP governments have completed
their "applicable legal procedures," and notified the "Depository;" (2) if all 12 haven't notified
within two years after signing, then the TPP will enter into force two years and 60 days after
signing, if at least six TPP governments, accounting for 85% of the combined 2013 GDP of the
12 original signatories, have notified; or (3) if neither of the preceding are applicable, then the
TPP will enter into force 60 days after at least six TPP governments, accounting for 85% of the
combined 2013 GDP of the 12 original signatories, have notified.

Vietnam's economy increasingly relies on FDI exports

Vietnam's GDP is about $198 billion (WB);exports are about $162.1 billion. Exports from FDI
factories account for $115.1 billion, 71% of total exports. And 90% of the value of Vietnam's
exports are imported components and materials. In 2009, FDI accounted for 41% of Vietnam's
exports.

Walmart's Strategic Initiative to Develop Vietnamese Suppliers

Walmart and VTFA organized a "Women Owned Business Supplier Development Conference"
that attracted 220 representatives from 120 companies, who learned about the "how to" and
"why" of Walmart's global Women's Economic Empowerment Initiative in a morning session.
And 34 of the companies had an opportunity to meet Walmart sourcing specialists in the
afternoon in B2B discussions to take the first steps to becoming qualified to join Walmart's
global supply chains. Walmart has 11,164 stores in 27 countries. And more than half of
Walmart's stores, 6,357, are outside of the U. S. Click link to view and download the Conference
e-Book, view the 282 photos, and browse the extensive media coverage.

TPP will help firms gain access to 3.2 billion middle class consumers
by 2030

By 2030, the Asia-Pacific region will have 3.2 billion middle class consumers. Global middle-
class spending should rise from $21.3 trillion in 2009 to $55.7 trillion in 2030. Asia's share
should increase from 23% in 2009 to 59% in 2030. Growth of both multinationals, local
companies, and the global economy will depend increasingly on emerging market consumers,
especially in the Asia-Pacific and Trans-Pacific Partnership Region.

Chuc Mung Nam Moi !  TET Lunar New Year, Feb 6 - 14, 2015

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?e=001HRSQnr3ExJNW0A5I-IUC7mp_RMeDjkeIMnHHRSixuJC870wNmWiAl_-tdWCp7GOG77-LaaqF5IcH5940udcUvlJHqiEzKjJTgCb7A33F1q1xzdBBhHyeGGBXERxQsUC4Rx_C9w7VdS1X_Edvq4TCTIp5Da1DW-WxXj7Y57i06P7ITAtEc8lkXVXkGypXbhhbcUmHsUDjaScINDlKnfk_x7b9Reb_obm1lPoEvUtR3eLUmL4F6TwXIbbQv-4nCypS_ityeCLknrB2nfsxEW3O9J7yI-gLM2CdyPLB23XB9DE=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?e=001HRSQnr3ExJNW0A5I-IUC7mp_RMeDjkeIMnHHRSixuJC870wNmWiAl_-tdWCp7GOG77-LaaqF5IcH5940udcUvlJHqiEzKjJTgCb7A33F1q1xzdBBhHyeGGBXERxQsUC4Rx_C9w7VdS1X_Edvq4TCTIp5Da1DW-WxXj7Y57i06P7ITAtEc8lkXVXkGypXbhhbcUmHsUDjaScINDlKnfk_x7b9Reb_obm1lPoEvUtR3eLUmL4F6TwXIbbQv-4nCypS_ityeCLknrB2nfsxEW3O9J7yI-gLM2CdyPLB23XB9DE=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?e=001HRSQnr3ExJOIALgAmfcsZuW6VxxQrxBDwDaBResG5L-XX2IWeh1YReLvbwwDO2QMdlp4ARmpvJzrp0J1LQVIFgsaMDjX6i5CKlLKWfGlUZ5TN2iGJcPYepT7Jw7FL8JcqVRJcxwppbIghEljrXK7EK_pQbTJOr62Y3NOcDRPJ9sSvbF8QJ0lXW1Yhkh8DfbvWJjZ_XC7rr9m_nOGcFcogsWftWhXWfyRbjEKbuBp5bwC6CUyNGoza88M6jAe_7wfhMEZD26gJn-qp0c3Usm4wluQnx9uwgCkXGjZ7zza2XjEoPQKlEHQe2l0idUI1D8K
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?e=001HRSQnr3ExJNIdzmv46aGkWH5eBFQe1dA48_GTzS5F_XYoSaDMJFsv3XoX-M0-vPJHVQWxmVNuu4-n1qlepx8efmCrEXZsx1AqKlIsmvoj7IHoFgeEaO0lz3A4cD8tGCROmvmhNHOs-JHZAtKl0t3HubLCsYBz6U1BjjcF3TP-IYKXc3QGDCUYM2RoTJZPQoEZqsltqPMTM5XIoykqD9ARSVtbYV9qLSF7Ky3vGC7GculpROZadW6CKaLoS21Jr06vueMD-sJixoozh-EIKehyn2GktbX3YsOEmSoy0nzQq0jpCeDHjdWXA==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?e=001HRSQnr3ExJMbvAxaLntwRSsehsoecyFlSrJH-4cwl_BKrej0Uz5xiu4cMVIL0q9WpkIfx94GuDtSxGvLx-0rUiz4DTRcQ3N22_52G2pc0ajTCL7fqibiXRk8QAUgHurKm12XXmY80oo2YcdN5Qq6z_vaSLmrX3wl-6DqkjplKwLzOX9Wza2prSBjvgo8VpseBK-KcaXmMV_bnRHzuGucDPliuT9QFAJpC134mAd1BqKYqrvuxbF5umD4Rx38OZuKL1RgNTp7Zfbvv2GNFbEPTJllr7XWb9rr4i6Ly4EFjlGPgpjjOvL1809hCAzGF5IEQ1vvcOEjkAc=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?e=001HRSQnr3ExJPTWnuqqVn5VHvTs9AXl5juKQsYcmAXs3aTlE0AsrXTK7jOU0JLszQxWWju5JVQ5gck1SLO6z_nUM3UYKHtCO7XLYcW0smjWjaElXIxYNzC_OCbuSF0J6YawzDNiIwbGR1n8Ju-pkXJsH948ONp52QFKrVVR3beqjWJ6-ZFEHBW8G1VhYDHDsXkOBxRWqT9oC5iuTTaavXXK9bTGgpPlpRZ0bllieAQVjQ0Ii0rSbkX7_yaZRMIeY_hFExXgEE-4fooBNTR_FL5MZHgC8OXlCsCYCmKX2AiH2QrRwNQbV6-k41DwqPNwy2SKtrzC576mGRk1mtkGepATBQqfmamX7sp
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?e=001HRSQnr3ExJNQsS7ErUklIPAFqL6CAucSQIZuxuObnVYvvXtqaCxGtdyUCnGUs7hg-apqphItbhe8PJpeDyPs6WSCc3Sj-0TfulSdiuh4umLROIVq4AxLx-TjHnvWKMv3
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?e=001HRSQnr3ExJNrAgTXZhEG6D6bRbYE6mPMAxd9g3PdjHij8ZIALuS_z7NynleQq5lLYZ1QnM7uvnezaCotFtF-U-1ffKozj2dBZ_7FUPUEzyX43mDObRhY7A==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?e=001HRSQnr3ExJOnbvplLKPi5yUm7hpVpwByxCEaFPrdhSrnY4k8A7ctTUZGc0srhWgG5XM94TqdNY2AvJeWxIrHceZ4GMZfiE8cAvxn8j44AUhYJG8awgY57fY8cF3Ka6RN8eyxuwBpSko=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?e=001HRSQnr3ExJPKPINWlbpnduQMd92hTFuWNS_BB7Cjl2-SYkQQxd23E9Muvw2YEuUj_xDi2QJyiTX4tstoIiTg2vLIUAtfrByCZzFSxjvxtXKWVqFPG3iKtQ==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?e=001HRSQnr3ExJNvAYAWPUFHwQwFVXVw8FObhPvH5k6h8-k7u2ZSYrM_PKLI1ajYGJQ6C2ty9XucJF-DUp6LKlTlVK9tU2fr9PPxSgkOD5otNsOqF4F04lQ9D49ss6MPFXudH2ql40rDZVIC9VfMz5u6WnSDERhH7JztDqDvLPRMTQI2ilulYxo8mmy5tLyQZY739b5K0KiFgEjFCVru0O1toFp9iJqcYgVQd8BEn-qbdKJrZpGDpx0IYugKJSH4PbYCtoMuNkvuNSlyb9aWZiDwm1u9uyXiXxoVqWzEK4xq2m49MpLaToZrI87sZTnSMuOc4g5nSBXD7A7aO1LmzCZ0JA==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?e=001HRSQnr3ExJN1_JllPzPCbnMat4NsW9JdwbTkI4ZiWcNjn5r86JX_c-tDptlD_ykKWsq-5h3sC-J_MdgIBBfizF4eaXYLQLRxQ8hTXyJWqCclyQvBdFsQSnBjCCY83fUk60-ja3pI9mGVoAJEpBPFH5-FKKHTi8AqHSuzHsSHvhqBkYvI1BDbPyKHibWpBDcIctvY4l6oGAPM7dFFET8MgruWjvB_Xh4SkNeij6LxS4lbx9tA8z4kjqGd8JVyTveQA3RMo-b9iYX8NZZ8dkug9Oou_px-JMtKMpM6sW32BDwZG6qypb4YbFi4VoJJkINwv4dmF5GWUnr_2hkOgM64rcvuwxAU34RddzZluZnCaJ5Z5gKtFnGlJG5NLhSnFUyLew2BmUnpR1iQFNCVqkcqRA==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?e=001HRSQnr3ExJMPGnulpkaMB8aL-FYkhCfIUWzOljMKAZmtkEqOmZkgHWlX6KvLN1QxN-y3ZOK9MeoLOYR0Lv2DtnxyxVXiu5tNPWuxeukqGuMH8DmScWUFPN0IpYVbRckNwyJy6qoXg7m4pfv7unBStm0zEqXEf3R35FRc6NcnEL_4ZZoEmjtKOPpGo8xnbKQyR_Yj6hdeyvjWtPviXzjq04sdNOzavGORwTg_M9f5ivNtElkfkrH77EL_rSYOOGsIK_tg5yz57Vz5EwRDegzkb-IMlZGyb8XOqstLNibkH7CFaFCUbwznKLhxRFmB_A3en3kokyhaenL3ayYQpWzt2g==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?e=001HRSQnr3ExJPXFbOHDde3p-tW_jbTrmO1JZyAf4w9Piv6g8riLt90nZ8hS6KMJFZO2HLvUAz7Usx6al_-smUNcowF1QRXL7ku-Ti__1n7Sph_7C4EXuhkeM5xjblVe7wbZVLg7hoorjo_WOaTNHEa4QXAvm3v6r75CLpfo7iK6GT4C5aYSjULNBbAl33Vju7sCHyAIRKEbCVht-salVF5WEvF7sqf7ISC0kuSjqMY8sqPq2WLjjxF9vnjiH7zj97YFxyxUKIlqJa27HP1vvmIHmdzH0Tv7eLtkF86s8OKyPbRO9oHry1kCzjxLtyp6ZzUL9dwyqrkkMflXlr8LX54c_i8jmkA944pEfZaAIMmIy-IntFZvUzhtTcJJd7PSnoRCYYYjpmQIoGaS8_tI9MtW_3Dl-gtaLJQjlVRfVWE8tbb1zbMAN_EyA==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?e=001HRSQnr3ExJMBkEqx9TFXDIMovaE1oSRTtcPWTpM8FPHXIUscQfCTrmCWr17MZZMb5AJELZwDnjpKT8AUMgJqr7fveBbLEulIgkYFXAhho1pAq5C9FcXqS08j3sps8h49PsGyRjj4s1-wyiec1fgJ8lFkXNH4uM5FrP_lkWwGUa1jmjYPFOjsZyq4jlYgXCtUGB3sKzZshozhkcNKHlP6T9gOU6jRjMIT8XVp7D2FFHVfTgJPVB3JiI95thUs3p3usmPQXYWLRD7buj8HrUQBCOdE7FaQCLOoJLL-snBRkO6lwjg4YVc3QpUxeNRGrnPbveACi0t3nRP6b5KpQrBZMfYIJqgB8oDVFewj1MRsRzM=


Tet is traditionally celebrated from the fifteenth day of the twelfth lunar month to the fifteenth day
of the first lunar month. The official holidays period is Feb 6 - 14.
We wish you all health, happiness and prosperity in 2016, the Year of the Monkey!

An absolute-ly Fabulous Escape to Central Vietnam

Daily golf rounds at the 18-hole Sir Nick Faldo Championship Golf Course, unlimited spa
treatments by skilful therapists, and delicious spreads of Vietnamese, Asian, Seafood and
International delights. Coupled with a stylish and relaxing room on a resort surrounded by
amazing UNESCO Heritage Sites. What are you waiting for? Book this absolute-ly amazing offer
at Angsana Lăng Cô, Central Vietnam from now until 30 March 2016 from just 5,200,000
VND++ per night.

Events, Meetings, Special Offers

2016 AmCham Membership Card & Discount Handbook 

The 2016 AmCham Membership Cards and Discount Handbooks are being delivered to
Members. If you have not received them by Feb 5, please kindly contact our Membership
Team. 
 

Attractive Early Bird Deals to U.S. from Ho Chi Minh City with Korean
Air

Korean Air, established in 1969, is one of the world's top 20 airlines and carried more than 24
million passengers in 2012. Korean Air operates in excess of 200 flights per day to 128 cities in
45 countries on six continents with a fleet of 166 aircraft including ten A380s.  With its modern
airplanes and over 20,000 professional employees, Korean Air offers customers safety,
convenience and comfort. Korean Air's award-winning cuisine of Korean and Western meals
and state-of-the-art inflight entertainment system provide passengers ultimate satisfaction.

Cathay Pacific/HSBC Hong Kong Sevens 2016

Step into the action. Feel every tackle, cheer every try and experience the most famous Sevens
destination on Earth. The Hong Kong Rugby Sevens is back, and this is your opportunity to get
tickets for world-class matches and an unforgettable 3-day festival. As the Official Airline and
Co-title Sponsor, Cathay Pacific is offering special packages to take you straight into the action.
Be part of the energy and excitement by booking the Cathay Pacific Hong Kong Sevens
Package with airfare and 3-day event ticket from only USD584.* Plus, you can also book
accommodations directly through our website. 

British International School HCMC Alumna, Tara Subba, receives
inaugural Schwarzman Scholarship 2016
 
On Monday, 11th January 2016, the Schwarzman Scholars Programme announced the first
scholarship winners to be chosen for one of the most selective postgraduate programme in the
world. The British International School, Ho Chi Minh City were incredibly proud to learn that Tara
Subba, a BIS Alumna, has been selected for the programme.

Mar 11 Building Corporate Culture For Business Success
 
Have you ever wondered how corporate culture impacts on your business success, or how the
leadership and individuals' habits affect your company? And do you foresee the opportunities
and threats in the time of changing culture? To learn about this, VIPsearch brings you a half day
workshop: "Building Corporate Culture for Business Success," conducted by Prof. Loek
Hopstaken on March 11, 2016 in Ho Chi Minh City, Vietnam.

JOIN US: Become a Member of AmCham Vietnam - HCMC
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Expand your business by joining us! We currently have almost 500 organizations represented by
1,000 representatives. They are multinational firms, small and medium enterprises
and entrepreneurs. Benefits include: Networking, Information-Sharing, Advocacy and Problem
Solving, visibility and Corporate Exposure.
Contact  Ms. Sam Hoang for joining or additional information on membership.

AmCham welcomes New Member Companies 

AmCham Vietnam - HCMC is pleased to welcome our NEW members who joined us in the last
few months. We encourage you to get to know and welcome them by visiting their websites and
patronizing their businesses.  New$members$in$Dec,$2015$&$Jan,$2016:$L&E$Interna;onal

Ltd.,$Sullivan,$Krieger,$Truong,$Spagnola$&$Klausner,$LLP,$Hermes$Power$Investment

Corpora;on,$Steelman$Partners$Vietnam$Co.,$Ltd.,$Night$&$Day$Security$Services$Co.,

Ltd.,$Kizuna$JV$Corpora;on,$7OEleven,$Inc$(Vietnam$Branch),$PSL$Co.,$Ltd.,$QNB$Rep

Office$in$HCMC,$Dai$Phat$Group$Corpora;on,$Saigon$Asset$Management,$Estee$Lauder

(Vietnam)$LLC,$rOpac$Vietnam$Company$Ltd.,$KKR$Singapore,$A&B$Concepts$Company

Ltd.,$UWC$Precision$Engineering$Co.,$Ltd.,$iOIVY$,$BNP$Paribas$Vietnam,$Bates$Chi$&

Partners$Vietnam

AmCham Corporate Partnership Packages 

Special thanks to SEAMOC for joining us as a Bronze Corporate Partner. 

The Corporate Partnership comes with a range of membership dues, event sponsorship,
advertising, and exclusive benefits. One all-inclusive Corporate Partnership annual, semi-
annual, or quarterly billing simplifies your businesses' sponsorship efforts. Benefits in each
Partnership Package include: 

Logo on "Corporate Partners" banner on AmCham website homepage
Logo on "Corporate Partners" banner in Weekly Update Email
Company profile on the "Corporate Partnership" page on AmCham website
Corporate profile on screen during cocktail reception at Members' Nights
Special recognition/Thank You Page in Membership Directory
Special recognition at all business events' backdrop/banner
Special recognition in all email signatures

For full information on benefits of each package, please click HERE or contact Cindy Tran. 
 

2016 AmCham Discount Program

The AmCham Member Discounts Program is a mutually beneficial opportunity for both AmCham
Members and AmCham Discount Partners. Prestigious vendors are invited to offer AmCham
members special discounts on their services or products. Please contact Ms. Sam Hoang

(Members present their AmCham Membership Card to receive special, privileged discounts
offered by AmCham Discount Partners. A listing of discount offers is available in the annual
Membership Discount Handbook (hardcopy) and on the AmCham website at HERE)

Marketing Opportunities with AmCham HCMC
 
AmCham HCMC offers many opportunities to market your company's products and services to
AmCham members, the business community and the general public. Our services include: 
- Event Sponsorship
- Event Management Support 
- Network (Advertise) on www.amchamvietnam.com: 646K views/yr; 275K visitors/yr (avg. 54K /
23K visitors/views per month) and 9.5K twitter followers, 7.5K facebook fans (and 60K+
views/month) 5.2k LinkedIn followers.
- Announcement in Weekly Email: 4.8k AmCham company representatives and subscribers.
  AmCham Companies are offered 3 complimentary announcements a year.  
- Print advertising in AmCham Membership Directory
- Print advertising in AmCham Membership Discount Handbook
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- Advertising on AmCham Discount Online

News and Issues

U.S. - ASEAN Summit, Feb 15-16, 2016

The summit will take place at Sunnylands in Rancho Mirage, California on February 15-16,
2016.  This unprecedented gathering - the first hosted by the United States with the ASEAN
leaders - builds on the deeper partnership that the United States has forged with ASEAN since
2009 and will further advance the Administration's rebalance to Asia and the Pacific.

12th National Party Congress, Jan 20 - 28, 2016

Over 1,500 delegates are attending the 12th Party Congress in Hanoi, representing over 4.5
million Party members. Party General Secretary Nguyen Phu Trong said 68 centrally-run Party
organisations sent their reports on the 12th National Party Congress's draft documents. The Viet
Nam Fatherland Front, social organisations, administrations at different levels and many sectors
held workshops and conferences to collect recommendations.

ANA buys stake in Vietnam Airlines

ANA's first investment in a foreign flag carrier, and the first time Vietnam Airlines receives
funds from a foreign company. ANA likely was selected for its ability to snare demand for
business travel between Vietnam and the Americas and elsewhere via Japan, demand
that is likely to surge after the TPP takes effect. Visitor traffic from Vietnam to Japan has
more than quadrupled in the past five years. Total travel between the countries has
grown by around 50% annually for the past three years. ...

ITC Public Hearings on Impact of TPP, Jan 13 -15 

Twenty-five witnesses, led by House Ways & Means Ranking Democrat Sander Levin,
Senator Sherrod Brown, Ambassadors to the U.S. from Singapore, Japan, and Peru,
provided testimony to the U.S. International Trade Commission on the "Trans-Pacific
Partnership Agreement: Likely Impact on the U.S. Economy and on Specific Industry
Sectors" in three days of public hearings, Jan 13-15. The ITC Report is scheduled to be
issued on May 18, 2016. ... Click the link above to view and download the written
testimony.

Top U.S. business groups endorse TPP, with reservations

Though business groups' support was expected, their roles in helping the White House
lobby Congress to pass the deal is considered crucial, particularly in convincing
Republican leaders to move forward with a final ratification vote this year. The business
groups said they would fight for the deal in Congress, but the direct message in each of
the statements was to the administration, not congress.

NETFLIX plans to enter Vietnam

At the opening keynote at the Consumer Electronics Show, Netflix CEO confirmed that the
streaming platform will expand to yet another major market - Vietnam - along with other
countries. As of 2015, the digital economy phenomenon is live in more than 70 million homes,
and users clocked a total of 42.5 billion hours of streaming video  for 2015.

Trading Views: Public Hearing Debates on key issues in TPP

"The 90-day period was established to facilitate an intensive and informed debate over the
merits of TPP as negotiated, as well as the necessity for any modifications to the agreement,
before the agreement is signed," said Rep. Sander Levin. "Ways and Means Democrats look
forward to engaging fully and meaningfully with stakeholders, the public, our colleagues and the
Administration during this period. As part of that engagement, we are organizing a series of in-
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depth public hearings to assess the merits of the proposed agreement, zeroing in on those
issues that are of particular importance or concern to us and our fellow Democratic colleagues.
These sessions will help to build a full foundation of information and transparency before
Congress votes on the agreement." The first debates focused on environmental, investment
(including tobacco), IP and  access to medicines, and currency manipulation.

TPP Issue Analysis - Currency Manipulation

Currency manipulation has cost U.S. workers millions of jobs - and just a few years ago was
estimated to be responsible for as much as half of excess unemployment in the United States. It
has contributed to stagnant wages for the middle class and to inequality in the United States.
Former Treasury Secretary Larry Summers recently asserted that the United States should use
the leverage provided by TPP to address "inappropriate producer subsidies - including through
manipulated exchange rates." 

Weekly Updates Archive 2006 - 2015

Launched in August 2006 to answer many questions about Vietnam's accession to the WTO,
the Weekly Update Emails provide news updates, upcoming events, explanations of details of
trade and investment agreements, developments in laws and regulations affecting the business
environment in Vietnam. Click the link for to visit the archives and look back over the years.
Links to more than 10,000 documents providing background on a wide variety of topics, from
Vietnam's WTO Accession in 2006-2007, revision of the Labour Code in 2008-2012, to the
TransPacific Partnership and WTO Trade Facilitation Agreement from 2013 and ongoing.
 
 

Prime Minister's Certificates of Merit awarded to AmCham Vietnam - HCMC
 
At AmCham's 20th Anniversary Celebration Dinner on September 18, 2014, Vice Chairman of
HCMC People's Committee Le Thanh Liem handed the Prime Minister's Certificates of Merit to
AmCham Vietnam - HCM City and to Mr. Herb Cochran, Executive Director for their excellent
performance in supporting and promoting trade and investment in Ho Chi Minh City and
Vietnam.

AmCham Vietnam | herb.cochran@amchamvietnam.com | http://www.amchamvietnam.com
New World Hotel Saigon #323

76 Le Lai Street, District 1
Ho Chi Minh City
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