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Vietnam to grant e-visas; Trade Facilitation Agreement to go into effect

Vietnam to grant e-visas to citizens of 40 countries

beginning Feb 1, 2017. According to Decree 07/2017-ND-CP, 25 Jan 2017, procedures for applying
and payment will be done online. It will take 3 days to process applications for an e-visa valid for 30
days. The visa does not require letters of guarantee or invitation. This could substantially
boost international visitors and FDI. The regular one-year validity, multiple-entry visas will continue
to be available to U.S. Citizens.

Trade Facilitation Agreement will go into effect when two more
countries

ratify the agreement. 108 have ratified already, and it will go into effect when 110 countries have.
When Vietnam implements all the provisions, TFA will lower trade costs in Vietnam by
20%, making a sharp improvement in Vietnam's global com petitiveness.

Traceability programs improve food safety in HCM City

HCMC vice chairman Le Thanh Liem asserts that the traceability program for pork and vegetables is
of paramount im portance to ensure that local consumers can have clean foods, especially during the
upcoming Lunar New Year when the food demand surges. Liem added that the program is not just
about pork and vegetables, but other products in modern shopping

Air Quality Index provides daily updates

amid growing concerns that air pollution in Hanoi has been worsening and reached dangerous
levels. Hanoi's air has been repeatedly ranked as "unhealthy" and at times "hazardous," which
means everyone should avoid being outdoors

CHUC MUNG - NAM MO - THE YEAR OF THE ROOSTER

AmCham would like to wish you good health, happiness, and prosperity
throughout the year of the Rooster.

We take this opportunity to extend our deepest thanks for all your support and
participation in our events and activities.
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6 17 B8 19 20 2 22 TET Lunar New Year, 2017 . Jan 26 - Feb 1 - Seven Days

Nahi Tt | Nehi Tt | Nghi Tt | Nehi Tt .. . . X
o Traditionally, there are several main days of celebration: Tét Lunar New Year's Eve (Jan 27), and

The First (Jan 28), Second (Jan 29), and Third (Jan 30), Fourth (Jan 31), and Fifth (Feb 1) of Tét
s i [ e . 1Nguyen Dan. Vietnamese traditionally celebrate Tét from the fifteenth day of the twelfth lunar month
Wy 3 4 s to the fifteenth day of the first lunar month. And, even today, business slows two weeks before and
two weeks after TET. The official 2017 TET Holidays in Vietnam are from Thu, Jan 26 to Wed, Feb

1inclusive.

Events, Meetings, Special Offers

Feb 22 AmCham Palooza Party at Windsor Plaza Hotel

AMCHAM

» " AmCham will continue its series of monthly informal networking events at the coolest and latest

PALOOZA i soots in Ho Chi Minh City.
The monthly Palooza Party is a platform to develop new friendships, networking opportunities and
information exchange.
Come and join us for a night of casual networking, meet other professionals, bring your business
cards!

Mar 9 Walmart Women Owned Business Supplier Selection

Walmart: @ @ o

W Busi : . . . . - .
e ‘S’;”p;ﬁ;’r 52;'25;; The event will contribute to your understanding of the requirements for companies to join Walmart's

2017 global supply chains, and help to increase the number of Vietham companies that integrate into the
S global economy, and join global value chains. After a Walmart briefing, there will be face-to-face
business appointments with Walmart's representatives.

We're looking to source all type of products from any qualified suppliers whether you're
women owned business or not.

Mar 27-28 Asia Pacific Business Outlook

APBD Now in its 30th year, Asia/Pacific Business Outlook (APBO)is North America's premier event for

ébﬁEEﬁfE&éoE business leaders who want to expand their trade and investment in the Asia/Pacific region. The
USC Marshall School of Business and the U.S. Department of Commerce have been working

together on APBO since 1988 to help exporters and investors take advantage of

tremendous opportunities and overcome challenges in the constant changing economies of Asia. ...

2017 AmCham Discount Program

The AmCham Discount Program is a mutually beneficial opportunity for both Discount Partners and
AmCham Members who are representatives of companies doing business and living in Vietnam.

By offering AmCham Members special discounts on services or products, Discount Partners can
enjoy marketing opportunities through listing freely and/or placing an advertisement on the Discount
Handbook & Online.

Membership Discount
Handbook 2017

JOIN US: Become a Member of AmCham Vietham - HCMC

*NEW OFFER: Application fee will be waived for companies having a D-U-N-S® number.

Expand your business by joining us! We currently have almost 500 organizations represented by
1,000 representatives. They are multinational firms, small and medium enterprises
and entrepreneurs. Benefits include: Networking, Information-Sharing, Advocacy and Problem
Solving, visibility and Corporate Exposure.

Contact Ms. Sam Hoang for joining or additional information on membership.



http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001r1HOJSHct4B6C8G8wP3DuMtPruRf2unN5lRUS7TbNqhiFQTMGfdJQX7PE1lvPqeYCilfITlnUUN0MMTzvHwyJfRh_Nf4U4x86BbO1hemqk8_puCP6QDURP8I88cY2EVsyRm4NRTz8Ry9wk18HBUWDhMXRwRSsyoB09H127QT_tyILWBAuaB2P9A3GJ323DW2Zet7_I2tT64T9vP5FGz_KLJQ2xSVv6tlNT38RO0RxHMIpSV_sXRuU17r95NcHC9tf5pkIKUkTlDbaaofU4NIfzjZmEpEkGi_RJiPemaAvvKF0YbyqMJcDeUNl-RuyyGUsrwc-b8OxZulkMq3kswgU_93nOPGB43HjU7m-YNA-1vqXVZAhLOQ6J0DP4wIhLTTXm7QADUgLT52zzhXSn8E-44WKeA_H08m&c=&ch=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001r1HOJSHct4B6C8G8wP3DuMtPruRf2unN5lRUS7TbNqhiFQTMGfdJQdF0f72C0Lgdjv1olSPfwaj84qXqI0L7qp1BL1BRpMhrDH4ZcpkM6CkoYxjsBcvAGaax3TXij1LJawa8erRoEJLLr-jV7mQX55NkOuTa4ZnSje1EvItv9ZrbDxSGw3qKjhcOLsorbvLdBpXmNHb0jQwBZn9t3qczzoh7mypVYix8Gpa7xfzFG3g1p05BWz38yYR6rS-9LPUQ-ArHnxRv1ZeAXUD5hXJTUYYJwnTK97EmPQkUZ9bfVGq-Fo7_vTowdZF06L7r-AUtjZ3y-5YxbQj8d67__EjkHvMZDbUwI3pNN0UfMulBSx4F5LSUlbp1xToR6I6FEgMy5p_q1NRUfm_Ay-p8ra35WKKhfVsWvU5xrjZtkJU0e0OfSF9W1E9LfQ==&c=&ch=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001r1HOJSHct4B6C8G8wP3DuMtPruRf2unN5lRUS7TbNqhiFQTMGfdJQabp67vNbEna5wDSnUbJ-86WreXF6AILRFG_psW2aArfdfv8eyFJ9RL9XDT-MUEENfvDNrpMHBd1Ou88V3h8duTMUCzb0m6oG157atrbuexsnGNJevwBkGrxvPPOvLnIItZjO5TkWhrdnZWQurCBeAuE8u38--zzBh0Ri5XXGZVLQmqUEhYJnwFN3C_CQAWSIEXPJpJEx3Y2BoMAFD_6iv9Ajzy5yrxuK4-OLq-z9iiSgpaKnj7JhoViS5TrXbAe4JwzJ8Xh6WSanCAO1QMZ-BDxkgmgrkhggGJy2q9KNbxR73aop1rDOH7IlpUipy8hBi6bTcgHBf2LoNldVDY_xgB9vowsvcYTjvAa5TYM6FchFZJe1CbxmdR_KpThfcar8uNxy-v2QzJFEyMG6z_e-Kg=&c=&ch=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001r1HOJSHct4B6C8G8wP3DuMtPruRf2unN5lRUS7TbNqhiFQTMGfdJQada4IF03VDw_sd1Iuays3b0HpkjlZwcTQFiq4zTO4ymJc6RFNXznSB5kD6cSx0t9ppolM41iqnZneSfvh3hcjGmYEDgd3vpgds185ZHBRIrunMCl226_o8xiB0gkbTh3LMN2SO76n4HmKsFnqUpzbEOPnUPm3fvl48ruSAUeKQsYwqIuPchqL1_crOE5_Ga5AnbweblpZFlVIalDIwU9MGdJYiO041oR42tdN3j_AnPMUYOC8qXdfPeq-iwP38sBM4ISp8V0N_4-Et3_vhUQHZNLkWPzE_6inQ4h05KWAHYMQcrp_TK784=&c=&ch=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001r1HOJSHct4B6C8G8wP3DuMtPruRf2unN5lRUS7TbNqhiFQTMGfdJQafoIUdlo4ze0HPd3zCc5Cd6uCNKUUDZNVSyaHT05G2jQfvqaUwRgO-1SODQdJKh6Rm0urX4UCE1JOZHYB-HAZ7qirO7DYUEeZv-rDRBC7n7AOpDRPnXv0LYeUVVQ2UG8xiOLYC2wUmDsL6eQTWVQkrN0nbMZkIBxqeZDp_KmUm8z6jfv9T6VXfqGxXOMYJNjOspQ1YbUYyDi9tV2QaCefMIeuQUZWzJURmhbrwN11LdS2tF6QPnXyjQeOy6BzX7rsgueq4p8N4K_XSC072jpslPRs1d7GJEnkuxLQc6-lrjZIXlwynFY6AbzO-0DjJ1nWGEnMx_dYE5Bnbgqvc5Sa6RdozVezV59ELrdqds8cWu1PrNZmrJA3M=&c=&ch=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001r1HOJSHct4B6C8G8wP3DuMtPruRf2unN5lRUS7TbNqhiFQTMGfdJQaq1H6rT_mIi08LaNUlND8lGp8PWTrEjglmD2LhDiRKihehkDz4Xa6GBcAqvxIMdSdn61BAdY6x44IPhbDVlG74XC582ZwhAwkz828RGrK7pXkC95Jc8z4BDeyNIJxfvHIpFLqfE-HaRteeVCvQp7RMxtMSPL9TB1jvlZfGnDWzrEfxRcp51hDHMc_DYYom0xHuFAGAsmJkALTxcfqTnXpMFCIR01H6skj-F4neJt5IULDM0jUOk-AwxkHzOsNGGoBwY14IxP3qXC5987e7htCVrh0LCZzQlwrkuwTEDgT69oZKEtU8dVj5OWTTuYA8rDLBkgh7s1s18sESyntsBeWGvCogUdDYsBzgZCSlNyDfPiq3mU-giMprG_YvzsEedRTzlpiYZqAp4Fi1eTG45OKb8NKF4GuQFe0L8A9O1HvmvLFZ8OlWNnGDGnq2KOdv9Nw==&c=&ch=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001r1HOJSHct4B6C8G8wP3DuMtPruRf2unN5lRUS7TbNqhiFQTMGfdJQULnPqZIbtJqmn_yw43t6VMrfaMFvpx0uqjc9nBQ55fnUbYA1hx_hEbq-T10Bf3OCf2OIVlmJMwXrPUKh2iUl0RbQDSscEIOVZFMjIvq1-X-H5XhdqorzaUIZ4vSxOLKQkcV_xDnrPPZoTCeF55ca2-Aj1zbQxeSdtcTGL378flZfKjlSGWwspqQs87LvpNwH910vpFkcDDb89hm_fPNyYj5AV5-V5hAlsDpJa6cSmtl7bCdHIHl6kPgSg1122ji32SHt68M-EZfUAFL6kD4WKP70Zdqk5RONR-M-BL8V9O5j3m2WldIsRqTeNgeP9me4KUYPL12gZGuU-paalUajtOw7UO-EM_M_Zthy7ru2GZn&c=&ch=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001r1HOJSHct4B6C8G8wP3DuMtPruRf2unN5lRUS7TbNqhiFQTMGfdJQT8EpkJmV8b3V-0uJwI2CY98paXs6MrkqOU-ONlbokC9lvBM2HK75IrL7HZ2MpfOyCULhWQ8QcvFyIGId6ezdS1D-jTLgucCEwxeKVKqUay-ZgkRlRkp9yuLYVM5GzSayqsP_a1MRdO8yiaMinsoM2pJVVgG6EQbV7snbo_d-JERtCIqDabTUypsA5fdJ_-uoO3IcaSvJqyHYpRjz0Sp98JNqs_yRgtZ2n5IpbLmaxLxwiktC1d6IG8zIuk8im5BodagERMdfRh5OW_LjLC-tSV73lscrA_NCxACmXwO0UeIMPWYD6CRhk0IsAnp5hMDsJyDX6_1Y3Q5DHxO_z5Wk_HG7jm6c-RnCTi8kJx4_PnA&c=&ch=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001r1HOJSHct4B6C8G8wP3DuMtPruRf2unN5lRUS7TbNqhiFQTMGfdJQT8EpkJmV8b3vfxS4XNUFckwu4mGwZdhabwwuJqxvuhU78Mhgj-QP22zTc7wdmHPX935p3gV1Z36ENHNo60Qjyg1LHDW7rKosEQVvo9Djptq_wlTffRcVF-oENR4irfiSwzJ0M4Vt5P-kydMpN_9BpKZHpFnZ8Mue29c9miHB0Ac26F8MMe1IhPhLw9CNtoYT-g1q3u4W2EOrseBbJMq9eKXEI4DQN7sjXp58_w_FOMx7rmHMikq6kkc2edzMW1hB6yfArUiN2_-L3tZcWfGDZ00_GGIk5w05hfDiRvtYeRNCiUAK_pHu0dOTnME54j5yesMzwAWXsaEeEHbLEMbk4s=&c=&ch=
mailto:sam.hoang@amchamvietnam.com

Marketing Opportunities with AmCham HCMC

AmCham HCMC offers many opportunities to market your company's products and services to
AmCham members, the business community and the general public. Our services include:

- Event Sponsorship

- Event Management Support

- Network (Advertise) on www.amchamvietnam.com: 720K views/yr; 360K visitors/yr (avg. 60K /
30K viewsl/visitors per month) and 11.2K twitter followers, 9.5K facebook fans (and 60K+
views/month) 5.7k LinkedIn followers.

- Announcement in Weekly Email: 4.8k AmCham company representatives and subscribers.
AmCham Companies are offered 3 complimentary announcements a year.

- Print advertisingin AmCham Membership Directory

- Print advertisingin AmCham Membership Discount Handbook

- Advertising on AmCham Discount Online

AmCham Premium Membership Packages

AmCham "% The AmCham Premium Membership comes with a range of membership dues, which include
CORPORATE events, advertising, and other exclusive benefits. One all-inclusive Premium Membership annual,
PARTNERSHIP | semi-annual, or quarterly billing simplifies your company's administration efforts. Premium
Membership Benefits include:

Logo on "Premium Membership" banner on AmCham website homepage
Logo on "Premium Membership" banner in Weekly Update Email
Company profile on the "Premium Membership" page on AmCham website
Corporate profile on screen during cocktail reception at Members' Nights
Special recognition/Thank You Page in Membership Directory

Special recognition at all business events' backdrop/banner

Special recognition in all email signatures

For full information on benefits of each package, please dick HERE or contact Cindy Tran.

News and Issues

U.S. to withdraw from TPP; negotiate bilateral free trade agreements

On Jan 23, a Presidential Memorandum directed U.S. Trade Representative (Robert Lighthizer,
nominated but not yet confirmed) to "withdraw the United States as a signatory to TPP." The Memo
also directed USTR to "begin pursuing ... bilateral trade negotiations to promote American industry,
protect American workers, and raise American wages." .

Public-private cooperation to develop Vietham's tourism sector

Vietnam has not always done a good job of marketing itself as an international travel destination, but
a recently lunched tourism website is aiming to inspire tourists to visit the country. It may also point
the way forward for a new model of the public sector leveraging off private sector expertise.

e Sustainable Seafood
SAFE HARBOR: s |

le{Se‘af,oqd.-n Nationally prominent chefs, fishermen, academics, and activists call on consumers to choose local
species of fish when possible to protect the long-term vitality of harvested seafood and the well-being
of the oceans. Some key numbers: 70 to 80% of global fish populations are not sustainably fished.
90% of seafood consumed in the U.S. is imported. 2% of that is inspected by the U.S. Food and

Drug Administration..

U.S,, Vietham team up for food safety

The High Quality Viét Nam Products Business Association, the American Chamber of Commerce
in Viét Nam and the Washington-based Global Food Safety Forum signed a memorandum of
understanding on co-operation in food safety. The US imports 15% of its food, 20% of vegetables,
50% of fruit and 80% of seafood, according to the U.S. FDA, which has established an International
Food Safety Capacity Building Plan to train foreign governments and food producers on U.S.
requirements for food safety.
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"I do notoppose TPP" - Secretary-designate Rex Tillerson

"I share some of (Trump's) views regarding whether the agreement that was negotiated serves all of
America's interests best," he added during his lengthy confirmation hearing before the Senate
Foreign Relations Committee. But he did not mention TPP in his opening statement.

ExxonMobile-PetroVietham sign Ca Voi Xanh natural gas deal

ExxonMobil signed two agreements January 13 relating to the Ca Voi Xanh (Blue Whale) gas project
offshore Vietnam. The project could fuel at least four power plants shortly after scheduled first gas in
2023. "The Ca Voi Xanh field is located about 80 km offshore central Vietnam and is an important
natural gas discovery in Vietnam that has the potential to fuel the country's economic
growth." PVEP said the project could supply enough gas for power plants with total capacity of 3 GW
and also allow expansion for the petrochemical or power sectors. It said total investment in the
project chain could be $10bn, contributing $20bn to state coffers.

SCS [Bien Dong] Reserves and Resources - U.S. EIA

Energy Information Administration estimates the South China Sea contains approximately 11 billion
barrels of oil and 190 trillion cubic feet of natural gas in proved and probable reserves. Conventional
hydrocarbons mostly reside in undisputed territory. Undiscovered resources could be greater. In
November 2012, the Chinese National Offshore Oil Company (CNOOC) estimated the area holds
around 125 billion barrels of oil and 500 trillion cubic feet of natural gas in undiscovered resources,
although independent studies have not confirmed this figure.

Jan 14 Ambassador Osius: Vietham-U.S. Relations in 2017

Ambassador Osius will share highlights of the past year and the outlook for Vietnam-U.S. relations
in 2017. Following the momentous events of 2016, induding the Presidential Visit in May and the
U.S. General Election in November, and looking forward to APEC 2017 in Vietnam, as well as the
50th anniversary of ASEAN, what can we expect about Vietham-U.S. relations, especially trade and
investment relations?

Seafood Import Monitoring Program Final Rule

to combat fish fraud and illegal fishing was issued on Dec 8, 2016. The rule requires that fish
species most often passed off fraudulently or at risk of illegal fishing be tracked from their source of
origin before they can be imported to the United States. It requires retention of supply chain data by
the importer of record and extends an existing NMFS requirement to obtain an annually renewable
International Fisheries Trade Permit (IFTP) to import the seafood and seafood products regulated
under this rule.

New Congress will focus on domestic issues, Cabinet confirmations

Congressional Republicans plan quick action on several of their top priorities - most notably a
measure to dear a path for the Affordable Care Act's repeal. Perhaps the first thing that will happen
in the new Congress is the push for deregulation. Also up early: filling a long-vacant Supreme Court
seat, which is sure to set off a pitched showdown, and starting confirmation hearings for Mr.
Trump's cabinet nominees.

Vietham to apply extensive area code changes in 2017

Area code changes in Ho Chi Minh City, Hanoi, Dong Nai, Binh Duong, and a number of other
provinces will take place on June 17, 2017. The new area codes will be applied for 59 cities and
provinces in three phases, from February 11 to June 17, with steps taken to ensure the change will
not confuse the public, the Ministry of Information and Communications announced. But there are
other concerns, such as the need to reprint packaging or business cards once numbers are changed,
costing quite asum.
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Weekly Updates Archive 2006 - 2016

Launched in August 2006 to answer many questions about Vietnam's accession to the WTO, the
Weekly Update Emails provide news updates, upcoming events, explanations of details of trade and
investment agreements, developments in laws and regulations affecting the business environment
in Vietnam. Click the link for to visit the archives and look back over the years. Links to more than
10,000 documents providing background on a wide variety of topics, from Vietnam's WTO Accession
in 2006-2007, revision of the Labour Code in 2008-2012, to the TransPacific Partnership and WTO
Trade Facilitation Agreement from 2013 and ongoing.

Prime Minister's Certificates of Meritawarded to AmCham Vietnam -
HCMC

At AmCham's 20th Anniversary Celebration Dinner on September 18, 2014, Vice Chairman of
HCMC People's Committee Le Thanh Liem handed the Prime Minister's Certificates of Merit to
AmCham Vietnam - HCM City and to Mr. Herb Cochran, Executive Director for their excellent
performance in supporting and promoting trade and investment in Ho Chi Minh City and Vietnam.
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