AmCham Remarks for Meeting with BRVT Leaders
August 31, 2022

HE Deputy Party Secretary and Chairman of the People’s Committee Nguyen Van
Tho, Vice Chairman Le Ngoc Khanh, distinguished guests, AmCham values actions
that Vietnamese leaders generally and BRVT leaders specifically have taken to
promote economic recovery. We are optimistic about prospects for continued
economic growth in 2022 and beyond. AmCham looks forward to partnering with
BRVT to develop an enabling environment that attracts investment and drives
innovation and sustainable growth.

Recovery to Date and Outlook for Continued Economic Growth in 2022 and
Beyond. Vietnam has managed various global challenges effectively, including the
continuing pandemic, a sharp downturn in the global economy, and inflation in key
inputs. We commend BRVT'’s vaccine rollout and pragmatic reopening. BRVT
provides critical energy, transportation, and logistics supply chain infrastructure
support for HCMC and the entire Southern Key Economic Region. It is also a
growing destination for both domestic and international tourism. Not only is the
Southern Key Economic Region a top destination for MNCs seeking to diversify
supply chains, but also tourists are returning, and Vietnam’s consumer market is
booming. However, the export-manufacturing sector will face decreased demand in
H2, particularly from the U.S. and Europe. Infrastructure gaps also could limit growth.
Our recommendations follow:

1. Enhance the Overall Investment Climate. The most important factor for a
favorable investment climate is a fair, transparent, predictable, and streamlined
regulatory environment that values innovation - not only to attract new investment,
but also to maintain and grow investment already here. Prompt approvals are key:
for site master plans and permits, business licenses, and investments; as well as
reliable and consistent use of e-government. Stability and consistency of master
plans is important for businesses to continue operations and grow investments. We
urge BRVT leaders to approve the planned amendment to Master Plan 1:2000 of

Page 1 of 6



PM3 to enable planned investments of AmCham member companies, including
Wanek/Ashley.

2. Ensure Mobility and Facilitate Tourism. Permission to enter Vietham remains
challenging. At the Central-level, we recommend eliminating the need for legalization
of documents used to obtain work permits. We also urge longer-term visas, as was
the practice pre-pandemic, as well as expansion of visa exemptions, including for the
United States, to spur tourism. At the BRVT-level, we encourage continued
streamlining of procedures for visas and work permits.

3. Promote Energy Security and Accelerate the Energy Transition. Economic
growth in Vietnam has spurred electricity demand, with an estimated $8-10 billion
annually in energy sector investment needed over the next decade. LNG can play a
critical role as a transitional baseload fuel as Vietham and HCMC accelerate use of
renewable energy to reach Vietham’s 2050 net-zero target. MNCs now need clean
energy to invest in Vietham-based supply chains.

To increase investor confidence, we encourage Vietnam to finalize Power
Development Plan 8, launch the Direct Power Purchase Agreement, process project
approvals on a timely basis, address financing challenges, and invest in grid
integration to facilitate use of existing power installations and enable new
investments.

One of our member companies, GE, together with EVNGENCO3 and other local and
international partners, has been pursuing development of Long Son LNG Power
plant for the last three years. Thanks to provincial support, the project was approved
in both PDP7 and the draft PDP 8. We urge BRVT leaders to expedite the investor
selection process to issue an Investment Policy Decision and Investment
Registration Certification so that GE and its partners can mobilize international
financing and investment for this important project. The project will use advanced
technology for low-cost electricity generation to support economic growth of Vietham.
GE has been a partner in Vietham’s development for close to 30 years, has multiple
investments including a gas power service workshop with EVNGENCO3 in BRVT,
and looks forward to investing in Long Son.

We welcome BRVT'’s critical role in supporting Vietnam'’s energy security and look
forward to strengthening collaboration and partnerships with AmCham energy
companies.

4. Invest in Transportation Infrastructure to Drive Sustainable Growth.
Transportation infrastructure is a significant constraint, on manufacturing and
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tourism, and economic integration. Traffic congestion in southern Vietnam negatively
impacts business operations and the quality of life. Driving 96 km from HCMC to VT
can now take 4-5 hours.

Our members value the investments Vietnam is making to improve transportation
infrastructure. AmCham fully supports BRVT’s “Open Port Community” initiative
which will strengthen efficiency in the Cai Mep port complex. Investment is needed
acutely to promote connectivity in the Southern Key Economic Region between
HCMC, the Mekong Delta, Cat Lai and Cai Mep Ports, and Long Thanh Airport.
However, plans must be implemented as part of a holistic Southern Supply Chain
Corridor at heart. Stretching from Binh Duong and Dong Nai in the North to BRVT in
the South, our industrial areas must have easy access, via uncongested freeways to
the new mega airport at Long Thanh and the massive seaport complex dubbed Cai
Mep Ha Logistics Center. Keen focus on implementing the master plan is required.
This will lead to much-needed decongestion of HCMC plus ample capacity to grow
industrial output in the Southern Key Economic Region. Progress on Long Thanh
Airport is of paramount importance to economic growth generally, and tourism
specifically.

We thank Deputy Party Secretary and Chairman Tho, Vice Chairman Khanh and
other BRVT provincial leaders for this meeting and look forward to working together
to drive innovation and sustainable growth. We wish all present happiness, good
health, and success. And best wishes for a Happy National Day Holiday and
prosperous year to come!!
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Phat biéu cia AmCham Vietnam
Budi gap g& Ban Lanh dao Tinh Ba Ria Viing Tau
Ngay 31 thang 8 nam 2022

Kinh thwa Ngai Phé Bi thw Tinh Gy, Cha tich Uy Ban Nhan Dan tinh Ba Ria Viing
Tau Nguyén Van Tho, Pho Cha tich UBND Lé Ngoc Khanh, cac vi khach quy,
AmCham rat tran trong cac hanh déng ma lanh dao Chinh pht néi chung, va lanh
dao tinh Ba Ria Viing Tau naéi riéng da thwc hién nham thic day phuc héi kinh té &
Viét Nam. Chung t6i ¢6 cai nhin lac quan vé trién vong téng trwéng kinh té cla Viét
Nam trong ndm 2022 va ngay ca twong lai. AmCham mong muébn dwoc hop tac véi
Chinh pht dé phat trién mot méi tréng thuan loi, thu hat thém nguén dau tw va
thuc ddy dbi mai, tang trwdng bén virng & Viét Nam.

Tién do phuc hoéi dén hién tai va trién vong tiang tredng kinh té tiép tuc trong
nam 2022 va twong lai. Viét Nam da giai quyét cac thach thire toan cau khac nhau
mot cach hiéu qué, bao gdm dai dich COVID dang tiép dién, sy suy thoai manh cla
nén kinh té va lam phat déi v&i cac nguyén liéu dau vao chinh. Chung t6i dac biét
khen ngoi tinh BRVT trong viéc trién khai vac-xin va viéc mé ctra tré lai. Tinh BRVT
cung cép hé tro co s& ha tang chubi cung (rng ndng lwong, giao théng va hau can
quan trong cho TP.HCM va toan bd Vung Kinh Té Trong Diém Phia Nam. Tinh ciing
la mot diém dén dang phat trién cta ca du lich trong nwéc va qudc té. Khong chi
Vung Kinh Té Trong Biém Phia Nam la diém dén hang dau cho céac cong ty da quéc
gia dang tim cach da dang hoa chudi cung (rng, ma con cé khach du lich dang quay
tré lai va sw bung né thi trwong tiéu dung cdia Viét Nam. Tuy nhién, linh vwc san
xuét-xuat khiu sé phai déi méat véi sy sut gidm nhu cau trong sau thang cudi nam,
d&c biét tr Hoa Ky va Chau Au. Sy thiéu hut co' s& ha tang cling c6 thé han ché
tang trvdng.

Cac kién nghi cta ching téi nhw sau:

1. Nang cao méi trirong dau tw. Yéu t6 quan trong nhat dé tao mét moi trudng
dau tw thuan loi la méi trwdng phap ly cdng bang, minh bach, c6 tinh dy doan va
hop ly héa, coi trong sw dbi mai - khéng chi dé thu hut nguén dau tw méi ma con dé
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duy tri va tang trwdng ngudn dau tw da co. Phé duyét nhanh chéng vé cuing quan
trong déi v&i cac quy hoach téng thé va cac gidy phép lién quan, gidy phép kinh
doanh va d4u tw, st dung hé théng chinh pht sb va phé duyét s mét cach dang tin
cay va nhéat quan. Tinh &n dinh va nhét quan cta cac quy hoach rat quan trong dé
cac doanh nghiép tiép tuc hoat déng va tang trwéng dau tw. Chung t6i kéu goi l&anh
dao tinh BRVT phé duyét ké hoach stra dbi K& hoach Tdng thé 1:2000 ctia PM3 dé
cho phép cac khoan dau tw theo ké hoach clia cac cong ty thanh vién AmCham, bao
gdm Wanek / Ashley.

2. Dam béo tinh di déng va tao diéu kién thuan Ioi cho du lich. Viéc cho phép
nhap canh vao Viét Nam van con nhiéu thach thirc. O cp quéc gia, chung téi kién
nghi nén loai bd nhu cau hop phap hoéa cac tai liéu dwoc sir dung dé xin gidy phép
lao déng. Chung tbi cling kién nghij cac thi thyc dai han nhw da thwc hién trwede dai
dich, cling nhw mé& réng cac trworng hop mién thi thue, bao gém ca dbi véi Hoa Ky,
dé thuc day du lich. & cép tinh BRVT, ching t6i kién nghi tiép tuc don gian hoéa cac
tha tuc xin thi thwe va cap phép lao dong

3. Thuic day An ninh Nang lwong va Tang téc Qua trinh chuyén déi Nang
lwong. Tang trwdng kinh té & Viét Nam da thuc ddy nhu cau dién, véi wéc tinh
khoang 8-10 ty USD dau tw vao linh vuc nang lwong hang ndm can thiét trong thap
ky t&i. LNG c6 thé dong mét vai trd quan trong nhw mét nhién liéu co ban chuyén
tiép khi Viét Nam va Thanh phd H6 Chi Minh day nhanh viéc st dung nang lwong tai
tao dé dat dwoc muc tiéu bang 0 rong ctia Viét Nam vao nam 2050. Cac MNC dang
can nang lvong sach dé dau tw vao chudi cung (rng tai Viét Nam.

Dé nang cao niém tin ctia nha dau tw, chang t6i khuyén khich Viét Nam hoan thién
Quy Hoach Phat Trién Dién 8, khéi ddng Théa Thuan Mua Ban dién truc tiép, xt ly
phé duyét dy an kip thdi, giai quyét cac thach thire vé tai chinh va dau tw vao viéc

tich hop lwoi dién dé tao diéu kién sir dung cac hé théng dién hién cé va cho phép
dau tw méi.

Mot trong nhirng cdng ty thanh vién ctia ching t6i, GE, cung v&i EVNGENCO3 va
cac dbi tac trong nwédc va qudc té, da theo dudi viéc phat trién nha may dién LNG
Long Son trong ba nam qua. Nhd sw hé tror clia 1anh dao tinh, dw an da dwoc phé
duyét trong ca QHD7 va dw thao QHD8. Chung t6i kéu goi 1anh dao tinh BRVT xuc
tién qua trinh lwa chon nha dau tw dé& ban hanh Quyét dinh chi trvong dau tw va
Gidy Chirng nhan dang ky dau tw dé GE va céac déi tac c6 thé huy dong tai tro va
dau tv qudc té cho dy an quan trong nay. Dv an sé str dung céng nghé tién tién dé
phat dién vé&i chi phi thAp nham hé tro' tang trwdng kinh té cta Viét Nam. GE da Ia
ddi tac trong qua trinh phat trién ctia Viét Nam gan 30 nam, cé nhiéu khoadn dau tw
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bao gdm nha may dich vu dién khi véi EVNGENCOS3 tai BRVT va mong mubn dau
tw vao Long Son.

Chung t6i hoan nghénh vai trd quan trong cla tinh BRVT trong viéc hé trg an ninh
nang lwong cia Viét Nam va mong mudn tang cwdng hop tac va tré thanh dbi tac
v@i cac cong ty nang lwong thanh vién cia AmCham.

4. Pau tw vao co sé ha tang giao théng dé thuc day tang trwréng bén virng. Co
s& ha tang giao théng la mot han ché dang ké dbi véi linh vire sén xuét va du lich,
va héi nhap kinh té. Un tic giao théng & vung phia nam Viét Nam tac déng tiéu cuwc
dén hoat dong kinh doanh va chét lwong cudc séng. Hién nay lai xe 96km tir
Tp.HCM dén Viing Tau cé thé mét 4-5 gio.

Céc thanh vién ctia chung t6i danh gia cao cac khoan diu tw ma Viét Nam dang
thwe hién dé cai thién co s& ha tang giao théng. AmCham hoan toan Gng ho sang
kién “Khu Cang M&” cta tinh BRVT nham tang cwéng hiéu qua trong cum cang Cai
Mép. Can diu tw manh mé dé thac day két ndi trong Ving Kinh Té Trong Diém Phia
Nam gitra Tp.HCM, Bdng bang séng Ctru Long, Cat Lai va Cang Cai Mép, va san
bay Long Thanh. Tuy nhién, cac ké& hoach phai dwoc thuc hién nhw mét phan cia
Hanh Lang Chudi Cung 'ng phia Nam toan dién. Trai dai tir Binh Dwong va Dong
Nai & phia B&c dén BRVT & phia Nam, cac khu cong nghiép cla ching ta phai tiép
can dé dang, théng qua céac tuyén dudng cao tbc chwa thong thoang dén san bay
mé&i & Long Thanh va cum cang bién I&n dwoc ménh danh 1a Trung tam Logistics
Cai Mép Ha. Can tap trung cha y vao cac viéc thuc hién quy hoach téng thé. biéu
nay sé lam gidm ap luc tt nghén cia Tp.HCM va nang cao nang luc dé tang san
lwong cong nghiép trong Vung kinh té trong diém phia Nam. Tién do xay dwng san
bay Long Thanh cé tdm quan trong hang dau dbi véi tang trudng kinh té néi chung
va du lich ndi riéng.

Chung t6i cdm on Phé Bi thw Tinh Gy, Cha tich Uy Ban Nhan Dan Tho, Phé Ch tich
Khanh va cac lanh dao tinh BRVT vé cudc gap nay, va mong mudn duwoc hop tac dé
thac day déi méi va tang trwedng bén vibng. Chung téi xin chic tat cd Quy vi hanh
phuc, strc khoé va thanh céng. Va xin géi 1i chac tét dep nhat cho ky nghi L& Québc
Khanh, va mét nam thinh vweong.
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